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State Power in Ancient China and Rome - Walter Scheidel 2015
The Chinese and the Romans created the largest empires of the ancient
world. Separated by thousands of miles of steppe, mountains and sea,
these powerful states developed independently and with very limited
awareness of each other's existence. This parallel process of state
formation served as a massive natural experiment in social evolution that
provides unique insight into the complexities of historical causation.
Comparisons between the two empires shed new light on the factors that
led to particular outcomes and help us understand similarities and
differences in ancient state formation. The explicitly comparative
perspective adopted in this volume opens up a dialogue between scholars
from different areas of specialization, encouraging them to address big
questions about the nature of imperial rule. In a series of interlocking
case studies, leading experts of early China and the ancient
Mediterranean explore the relationship between rulers and elite groups,
the organization and funding of government, and the ways in which
urban development reflected the interplay between state power and
communal civic institutions.0Bureaucratization, famously associated with
Qin and Han China but long less prominent in the Roman world, receives
special attention as an index of the ambitions and capabilities of kings
and emperors. The volume concludes with a look at the preconditions for
the emergence of divine rulership. Taken together, these pioneering
contributions lay the foundations for a systematic comparative history of
early empires.
Artisans in Early Imperial China - Anthony J. Barbieri-Low 2021-10-22
Early China is best known for the dazzling material artifacts it has left
behind. These terracotta figures, gilt-bronze lamps, and other material
remnants of the Chinese past unearthed by archaeological excavations
are often viewed without regard to the social context of their creation,
yet they were made by individuals who contributed greatly to the
foundations of early Chinese culture. With Artisans in Early Imperial
China, Anthony Barbieri-Low combines historical, epigraphic, and
archaeological analysis to refocus our gaze from the glittering objects
and monuments of China onto the men and women who made them.
Taking readers inside the private workshops, crowded marketplaces, and
great palaces, temples, and tombs of early China, Barbieri-Low explores
the lives and working conditions of artisans, meticulously documenting
their role in early Chinese society and the economy. First published in
2007, winner of top prizes from the Association for Asian Studies,
American Historical Association, College Art Association, and the
International Convention of Asia Scholars, and now back in print,
Artisans in Early Imperial China will appeal to anyone interested in
Chinese history, as well as to scholars of comparative social history,
labor history, and Asian art history.
Chinese Annals in the Western Observatory - Edward Shaughnessy
2019-11-18
Since the beginning of the twentieth century, hundreds of thousands of
documents of all sorts have been unearthed in China, opening whole new
fields of study and transforming our modern understanding of ancient
China. While these discoveries have necessarily taken place in China,
Western scholars have also contributed to the study of these documents
throughout this entire period. This book provides a comprehensive

survey of the contributions of these Western scholars to the field of
Chinese paleography, and especially to study of oracle-bone inscriptions,
bronze and stone inscriptions, and manuscripts written on bamboo and
silk. Each of these topics is provided with a comprehensive narrative
history of studies by Western scholars, as well as an exhaustive
bibliography and biographies of important scholars in the field. It is also
supplied with a list of Chinese translations of these studies, as well as a
complete index of authors and their works. Whether the reader is
interested in the history of ancient China, ancient Chinese paleographic
documents, or just in the history of the study of China as it has developed
in the West, this book provides one of the most complete accounts
available to date.
Patronage and Community in Medieval China - Andrew Chittick
2010-07-02
A vivid portrait of the culture of a provincial military society in China’s
early medieval period and its interactions with the southern imperial
court.
Family and Property in Sung China - 2014-07-14
Providing the best surviving evidence of the everyday thinking of the
Sung upper class, Yuan Ts'ai's twelfth-century manual is the advice of a
typical educated man on the concerns of managing a family, from rearing
children and arranging their marriages, to avoiding social conflict,
training servants, and managing property and preserving it for the next
generation. Originally published in 1984. The Princeton Legacy Library
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of
books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Marriage and Inequality in Chinese Society - Rubie S. Watson
1991-04-02
Until now our understanding of marriage in China has been based
primarily on observations made during the twentieth century. The
research of ten eminent scholars presented here provides a new vision of
marriage in Chinese history, exploring the complex interplay between
marriage and the social, political, economic, and gender inequalities that
have so characterized Chinese society.
Performing Filial Piety in Northern Song China - Cong Ellen Zhang
2020-09-30
Educated men in Song-dynasty China (960–1279) traveled frequently in
search of scholarly and bureaucratic success. These extensive periods of
physical mobility took them away from their families, homes, and native
places for long periods of time, preventing them from fulfilling their most
sacred domestic duty: filial piety to their parents. In this deeply
grounded work, Ellen Zhang locates the tension between worldly
ambition and family duty at the heart of elite social and cultural life.
Drawing on more than 2,000 funerary biographies and other official and
private writing, Zhang argues that the predicament in which Song literati
found themselves diminished neither the importance of filial piety nor
the appeal of participating in examinations and government service. On
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the contrary, the Northern Song witnessed unprecedented literati
activity and state involvement in the bolstering of ancient forms of filial
performances and the promotion of new ones. The result was the
triumph of a new filial ideal: luyang. By labeling highly coveted honors
and privileges attainable solely through scholarly and official
accomplishments as the most celebrated filial acts, the luyang rhetoric
elevated office-holding men to be the most filial of sons. Consequently,
the proper performance of filiality became essential to scholar-official
identity and self-representation. Zhang convincingly demonstrates that
this reconfiguration of elite male filiality transformed filial piety into a
status- and gender-based virtue, a change that had wide implications for
elite family life and relationships in the Northern Song. The separation of
elite men from their parents and homes also made the idea of “native
place” increasingly fluid. This development in turn generated an interest
in family preservation as filial performance. Individually initiated,
kinship- and native place-based projects flourished and coalesced with
the moral and cultural visions of leading scholar-intellectuals, providing
the social and familial foundations for the ascendancy of NeoConfucianism as well as new cultural norms that transformed Chinese
society in the Song and beyond.
Transformative Journeys - Cong Ellen Zhang 2010-10-21
During the Song (960-1279), all educated Chinese men traveled
frequently, journeying long distances to attend school and take civil
service examinations. They crisscrossed the country to assume
government posts, report back to the capital, and return home between
assignments and to attend to family matters. Based on a wide array of
texts, Transformative Journeys analyzes the impact of travel on this
group of elite men and the places they visited. In the first part of the
book, Cong Ellen Zhang considers the practical aspects of travel during
the Song in the context of state mobilization of and assistance to
government travelers, including the infrastructure of waterways and
highways, the bureaucratic procedures entailed in official travel, and the
means of transport and types of lodging. The second part of the book
focuses on elite activities on the road, especially the elaborate farewell
banquets, welcoming ceremonies, and visits to famous places. Zhang
argues convincingly that abundant travel experience became integral to
Song elite identity and status, greatly strengthening the social and
cultural coherence of the practitioners. In promoting their experience of
traveling across a large empire, Song elite men firmly established their
position as the country’s political, social, and cultural leaders. The
literary compositions and physical traces they left behind also formed an
overlapping web of collective memories, continually enhancing local
pride and defining the place of various localities in the cultural
geography of the country. Transformative Journeys sheds new light on
the nature of Chinese literati, their dominance of culture and society, and
China’s social and cultural integration. Those interested in premodern
China and travel literature will find a wealth of material previously
unavailable to Western readers.
Heritage of China - Paul S. Ropp 1990-04-20
The thirteen essays in this volume, all by experts in the field of Chinese
studies, reflect the diversity of approaches scholars follow in the study of
China's past. Together they reveal the depth and vitality of Chinese
civilization and demonstrate how an understanding of traditional China
can enrich and broaden our own contemporary worldview.
Daily Life in Ancient China - Mu-chou Poo 2018-05-31
In this volume, Mu-chou Poo offers a new overview of daily life in ancient
China. Synthesizing a range of textual and archaeological materials, he
brings a thematic approach to the topic that enables a multi-faceted
understanding of the ideological, economical, legal, social, and emotional
aspects of life in ancient China. The volume focuses on the Han period
and examines key topics such as government organization and elite
ideology, urban and country life, practical technology, leisure and
festivity, and death and burial customs. Written in clear and engaging
prose, this volume serves as a useful introduction to the culture and
society of ancient China. It also enables students to better understand
the construction of history and to reflect critically on the nature of
historical writing.
One Who Knows Me - Anna Shields 2020-10-26
The friendships of writers of the mid-Tang era (780s–820s)—between
literary giants like Bai Juyi and Yuan Zhen, Han Yu and Meng Jiao, Liu
Zongyuan and Liu Yuxi—became famous through the many texts they
wrote to and about one another. What inspired mid-Tang literati to write
about their friendships with such zeal? And how did these writings
influence Tang literary culture more broadly? In One Who Knows Me, the
first book to delve into friendship in medieval China, Anna M. Shields

explores the literature of the mid-Tang to reveal the complex value its
writers discovered in friendship—as a rewarding social practice, a rich
literary topic, a way to negotiate literati identity, and a path toward selfunderstanding. Shields traces the evolution of the performance of
friendship through a wide range of genres, including letters, prefaces,
exchange poetry, and funerary texts, and interweaves elegant
translations with close readings of these texts. For mid-Tang literati,
writing about friendship became a powerful way to write about oneself
and to reflect upon a shared culture. Their texts reveal the ways that
friendship intersected the public and private realms of experience and, in
the process, reshaped both.
Food and Environment in Early and Medieval China - E. N.
Anderson 2014-09-15
Chinese food is one of the most recognizable and widely consumed
cuisines in the world. Almost no town on earth is without a Chinese
restaurant of some kind, and Chinese canned, frozen, and preserved
foods are available in shops from Nairobi to Quito. But the particulars of
Chinese cuisine vary widely from place to place as its major ingredients
and techniques have been adapted to local agriculture and taste profiles.
To trace the roots of Chinese foodways, one must look back to traditional
food systems before the early days of globalization. Food and
Environment in Early and Medieval China traces the development of the
food systems that coincided with China's emergence as an empire.
Before extensive trade and cultural exchange with Europe was
established, Chinese farmers and agriculturalists developed systems that
used resources in sustainable and efficient ways, permitting intensive
and productive techniques to survive over millennia. Fields, gardens,
semiwild lands, managed forests, and specialized agricultural landscapes
all became part of an integrated network that produced maximum
nutrients with minimal input—though not without some environmental
cost. E. N. Anderson examines premodern China's vast, active network of
trade and contact, such as the routes from Central Asia to Eurasia and
the slow introduction of Western foods and medicines under the Mongol
Empire. Bringing together a number of new findings from archaeology,
history, and field studies of environmental management, Food and
Environment in Early and Medieval China provides an updated picture of
language relationships, cultural innovations, and intercultural
exchanges.
Cities of Aristocrats and Bureaucrats - Chye Kiang Heng 1999-01-01
Describes and examines the structures of the capital cities and major
urban centers from the Sui to the Northern Song period. It also provides
an in-depth account of the process of transformation from the curfew
controlled city of the Tang period to the open city of the Song.
The Aristocratic Families in Early Imperial China - Patricia Buckley
Ebrey 1978-06-22
Much scholarly work has been published on the Chinese medieval
'aristocracy', in Chinese, Japanese and Western languages. It is
commonly accepted that the change from an aristocratic society to a
'meritocracy' was one of the turning points of Chinese history. But since
almost every aspect of political, economic and cultural history is involved
in questions of the nature of the aristocracy, perhaps the only way to test
theories of the means by which a small elite preserved its social status
and political prestige for seven or eight hundred years is by tracing the
fortunes of a single family in great detail. The present work is a fully
documented case study of the Ts'uis of Po-ling from the first through the
ninth centuries. By observing OW evolution of the Ts'uis as an
aristocratic kinship group - and an unusual quantity of rich and original
source material was available to Dr Ebrey - the author demonstrates OW
fluctuation in aristocratic influence and tic changing basis of such
families' prestige and power. Studies such as this are essential to enlarge
our knowledge not only of medieval society and politics in China but also
the development of family and lineage. In the light of the detailed
evidence Dr Ebrey provides, many conventional views many well have to
be abandoned.
Confucianism and Family Rituals in Imperial China - Patricia
Buckley Ebrey 2014-07-14
To explore the historical connections between Confucianism and Chinese
society, this book examines the social and cultural processes through
which Confucian texts on family rituals were written, circulated,
interpreted, and used as guides to action. Weddings, funerals, and
ancestral rites were central features of Chinese culture; they gave drama
to transitions in people's lives and conveyed conceptions of the hierarchy
of society and the interdependency of the living and the dead. Patricia
Ebrey's social history of Confucian texts shows much about how Chinese
culture was created in a social setting, through the participation of
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people at all social levels. Books, like Chu Hsi's Family Rituals and its
dozens of revisions, were important in forming ritual behavior in China
because of the general respect for literature, the early spread of printing,
and the absence of an ecclesiastic establishment authorized to rule on
the acceptability of variations in ritual behavior. Ebrey shows how more
and more of what people commonly did was approved in the liturgies and
thus brought into the realm labeled Confucian. Originally published in
1991. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from
the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
The Rise and Fall of Imperial China - Yuhua Wang 2022-10-11
How social networks shaped the imperial Chinese state China was the
world’s leading superpower for almost two millennia, falling behind only
in the last two centuries and now rising to dominance again. What
factors led to imperial China’s decline? The Rise and Fall of Imperial
China offers a systematic look at the Chinese state from the seventh
century through to the twentieth. Focusing on how short-lived emperors
often ruled a strong state while long-lasting emperors governed a weak
one, Yuhua Wang shows why lessons from China’s history can help us
better understand state building. Wang argues that Chinese rulers faced
a fundamental trade-off that he calls the sovereign’s dilemma: a coherent
elite that could collectively strengthen the state could also overthrow the
ruler. This dilemma emerged because strengthening state capacity and
keeping rulers in power for longer required different social networks in
which central elites were embedded. Wang examines how these social
networks shaped the Chinese state, and vice versa, and he looks at how
the ruler’s pursuit of power by fragmenting the elites became the final
culprit for China’s fall. Drawing on more than a thousand years of
Chinese history, The Rise and Fall of Imperial China highlights the role
of elite social relations in influencing the trajectories of state
development.
Women in Tang China - Bret Hinsch 2019-12-01
This important book provides the first comprehensive survey of women in
China during the Sui and Tang dynasties from the sixth through tenth
centuries CE. Bret Hinsch provides rich insight into female life in the
medieval era, ranging from political power, wealth, and work to family,
religious roles, and virtues. He explores women’s lived experiences but
also delves into the subjective side of their emotional life and the ideals
they pursued. Deeply researched, the book draws on a wide range of
sources, including standard histories, poetry, prose literature, and
epigraphic sources such as epitaphs, commemorative religious
inscriptions, and Dunhuang documents. Building on the best Western
and Japanese scholarship, Hinsch also draws heavily on Chinese
scholarship, most of which is unknown outside China. As the first study
in English about women in the medieval era, this groundbreaking work
will open a new window into Chinese history for Western readers.
The Collapse of China's Later Han Dynasty, 25-220 CE - Wicky W. K. Tse
2018-06-27
In the Later Han period the region covering the modern provinces of
Gansu, southern Ningxia, eastern Qinghai, northern Sichuan, and
western Shaanxi, was a porous frontier zone between the Chinese
regimes and their Central Asian neighbours, not fully incorporated into
the Chinese realm until the first century BCE. Not surprisingly the region
had a large concentration of men of martial background, from which a
regional culture characterized by warrior spirit and skills prevailed. This
military elite was generally honoured by the imperial centre, but during
the Later Han period the ascendancy of eastern-based scholar-officials
and the consequent increased emphasis on civil values and demilitarization fundamentally transformed the attitude of the imperial
state towards the northwestern frontiersmen, leaving them struggling to
achieve high political and social status. From the ensuing tensions and
resentment followed the capture of the imperial capital by a
northwestern military force, the deposing of the emperor and the
installation of a new one, which triggered the disintegration of the
empire. Based on extensive original research, and combining cultural,
military and political history, this book examines fully the forging of
military regional identity in the northwest borderlands and the
consequences of this for the early Chinese empires.
Early Chinese Religion, Part One: Shang through Han (1250
BC-220 AD) (2 vols.) - John Lagerwey 2008-10-31

Together, and for the first time in any language, the 24 essays gathered
in these volumes provide a composite picture of the history of religion in
ancient China from the emergence of writing ca. 1250 BC to the collapse
of the first major imperial dynasty in 220 AD. It is a multi-faceted tale of
changing gods and rituals that includes the emergence of a form of
“secular humanism” that doubts the existence of the gods and the
efficacy of ritual and of an imperial orthodoxy that founds its legitimacy
on a distinction between licit and illicit sacrifices. Written by specialists
in a variety of disciplines, the essays cover such subjects as divination
and cosmology, exorcism and medicine, ethics and self-cultivation,
mythology, taboos, sacrifice, shamanism, burial practices, iconography,
and political philosophy. Produced under the aegis of the Centre de
recherche sur les civilisations chinoise, japonaise et tibétaine (UMR
8155) and the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Paris).
Chinese Funerary Biographies - Patricia Buckley Ebrey 2019-12-13
Tens of thousands of epitaphs, or funerary biographies, survive from
imperial China. Engraved on stone and placed in a grave, they typically
focus on the deceased’s biography and exemplary words and deeds,
expressing the survivors’ longing for the dead. These epitaphs provide
glimpses of the lives of women, men who did not leave a mark politically,
and children—people who are not well documented in more conventional
sources such as dynastic histories and local gazetteers. This anthology of
translations makes available funerary biographies covering nearly two
thousand years, from the Han dynasty through the nineteenth century,
selected for their value as teaching material for courses in Chinese
history, literature, and women’s studies as well as world history. Because
they include revealing details about personal conduct, families, local
conditions, and social, cultural, and religious practices, these epitaphs
illustrate ways of thinking and the realities of daily life. Most can be read
and analyzed on multiple levels, and they stimulate investigation of
topics such as the emotional tenor of family relations, rituals associated
with death, Confucian values, women’s lives as written about by men,
and the use of sources assumed to be biased. These biographies will be
especially effective when combined with more readily available primary
sources such as official documents, religious and intellectual discourses,
and anecdotal stories, promising to generate provocative discussion of
literary genre, the ways historians use sources, and how writers shape
their accounts.
The Rise and Fall of Imperial China - Yuhua Wang 2022-10-11
How social networks shaped the imperial Chinese state China was the
world’s leading superpower for almost two millennia, falling behind only
in the last two centuries and now rising to dominance again. What
factors led to imperial China’s decline? The Rise and Fall of Imperial
China offers a systematic look at the Chinese state from the seventh
century through to the twentieth. Focusing on how short-lived emperors
often ruled a strong state while long-lasting emperors governed a weak
one, Yuhua Wang shows why lessons from China’s history can help us
better understand state building. Wang argues that Chinese rulers faced
a fundamental trade-off that he calls the sovereign’s dilemma: a coherent
elite that could collectively strengthen the state could also overthrow the
ruler. This dilemma emerged because strengthening state capacity and
keeping rulers in power for longer required different social networks in
which central elites were embedded. Wang examines how these social
networks shaped the Chinese state, and vice versa, and he looks at how
the ruler’s pursuit of power by fragmenting the elites became the final
culprit for China’s fall. Drawing on more than a thousand years of
Chinese history, The Rise and Fall of Imperial China highlights the role
of elite social relations in influencing the trajectories of state
development.
Entombed Epigraphy and Commemorative Culture in Early
Medieval China - Timothy M. Davis 2015-11-09
In Entombed Epigraphy and Commemorative Culture Timothy M. Davis
explains the social, cultural, and religious significance of early medieval
muzhiming —one of the most versatile and persistent commemorative
forms employed in the elite burials of pre-modern China.
Women in Early Medieval China - Bret Hinsch 2018-10-05
This important study provides the only comprehensive survey of Chinese
women during the early medieval period of disunion known as the Six
Dynasties, which lasted from the fall of the Eastern Han dynasty in AD
220 to the reunification of China by the Sui dynasty in AD 581.
清華學報 - 1988
Literate Community in Early Imperial China - Charles Sanft
2019-05-01
Through an examination of archaeologically recovered texts from China’s
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northwestern border regions, argues for widespread interaction with
texts in the Han period. This book examines ancient written materials
from China’s northwestern border regions to offer fresh insights into the
role of text in shaping society and culture during the Han period (206/2
BCE–220 CE). Left behind by military installations, these
documents—wooden strips and other nontraditional textual materials
such as silk—recorded the lives and activities of military personnel and
the people around them. Charles Sanft explores their functions and uses
by looking at a fascinating array of material, including posted texts on
signaling across distances, practical texts on brewing beer and
evaluating swords, and letters exchanged by officials working in low
rungs of the bureaucracy. By focusing on all members of the community,
he argues that a much broader section of early society had meaningful
interactions with text than previously believed. This major shift in
interpretation challenges long-standing assumptions about the limited
range of influence that text and literacy had on culture and society and
makes important contributions to early China studies, the study of
literacy, and to the global history of non-elites. “Sanft’s analysis fills out
what is still a rather sparse picture of life in non-elite, nonofficial social
circles. For the first time ever, we learn how women might have been
included in a literate community along the ancient northwestern frontier,
and we also learn how soldiers and other members of the uneducated or
semiliterate public made use of the extensive knowledge that texts
conveyed in their work and lives. None of this information is apparent
from traditionally received texts. Sanft therefore does the field a great
favor by systematically laying the foundations for a broader
understanding of all levels of society, as well as an understanding of how
these levels interconnect through systems of knowledge expressed
through text.” — Erica Fox Brindley, author of Ancient China and the
Yue: Perceptions and Identities on the Southern Frontier, c. 400 BCE–50
CE
Death Ritual in Late Imperial and Modern China - James L. Watson 1988
During the late imperial era (1500-1911), China, though divided by
ethnic, linguistic, and regional differences at least as great as those
prevailing in Europe, enjoyed a remarkable solidarity. What held Chinese
society together for so many centuries? Some scholars have pointed to
the institutional control over the written word as instrumental in
promoting cultural homogenization; others, the manipulation of the
performing arts. This volume, comprised of essays by both
anthropologists and historians, furthers this important discussion by
examining the role of death rituals in the unification of Chinese culture.
The Destruction of the Medieval Chinese Aristocracy - Nicolas Tackett
2020-10-26
Historians have long been perplexed by the complete disappearance of
the medieval Chinese aristocracy by the tenth century—the “great clans”
that had dominated China for centuries. In this book, Nicolas Tackett
resolves the enigma of their disappearance, using new, digital
methodologies to analyze a dazzling array of sources. Tackett
systematically mines thousands of funerary biographies excavated in
recent decades—most of them never before examined by scholars—while
taking full advantage of the explanatory power of Geographic
Information System (GIS) methods and social network analysis. Tackett
supplements these analyses with extensive anecdotes culled from
epitaphs, prose literature, and poetry, bringing to life women and men
who lived a millennium in the past. The Destruction of the Medieval
Chinese Aristocracy demonstrates that the great Tang aristocratic
families adapted to the social, economic, and institutional
transformations of the seventh and eighth centuries far more
successfully than previously believed. Their political influence collapsed
only after a large number were killed during three decades of extreme
violence following Huang Chao’s sack of the capital cities in 880 CE.
2015 James Breasted Prize, American Historical Association
The Culture of Sex in Ancient China - Paul R. Goldin 2001-10-31
The subject of sex was central to early Chinese thought. Discussed
openly and seriously as a fundamental topic of human speculation, it was
an important source of imagery and terminology that informed the
classical Chinese conception of social and political relationships. This
sophisticated and long-standing tradition, however, has been all but
neglected by modern historians. In The Culture of Sex in Ancient China,
Paul Rakita Goldin addresses central issues in the history of Chinese
attitudes toward sex and gender from 500 B.C. to A.D. 400. A survey of
major pre-imperial sources, including some of the most revered and
influential texts in the Chinese tradition, reveals the use of the image of
copulation as a metaphor for various human relations, such as those
between a worshiper and his or her deity or a ruler and his subjects. In

his examination of early Confucian views of women, Goldin notes that,
while contradictions and ambiguities existed in the articulation of these
views, women were nevertheless regarded as full participants in the
Confucian project of self-transformation. He goes on to show how
assumptions concerning the relationship of sexual behavior to political
activity (assumptions reinforced by the habitual use of various literary
tropes discussed earlier in the book) led to increasing attempts to
regulate sexual behavior throughout the Han dynasty. Following the fall
of the Han, this ideology was rejected by the aristocracy, who continually
resisted claims of sovereignty made by impotent emperors in a
succession of short-lived dynasties. Erudite and immensely entertaining,
this study of intellectual conceptions of sex and sexuality in China will be
welcomed by students and scholars of early China and by those with an
interest in the comparative development of ancient cultures.
Liu Tsung-yüan and Intellectual Change in T'ang China, 773-819 Jo-Shui Chen 2006-11-02
This book is a comprehensive study of Liu Tsang-yüan (773-819), a major
literary and intellectual figure in Chinese history. The major aspects of
Liu's life and work are explored: the social and cultural background of
his family, his relationship with the ku-wen prose reforms and new
canonical scholarship in the mid-T'ang, his social and political criticism,
his views on Confucian doctrine, and his sentiments and reflections
regarding the private realm of human life.
Kinship Organization in Late Imperial China, 1000-1940 - Patricia
Buckley Ebrey 2018-05-18
One of the most important questions facing scholars of China is how
Chinese society is held together. It is now well known that China has
been marked by great diversity. In the realm of social customs, not only
were there broad regional or class differences, but also, at a local level,
the people in one village might adopt a different set of practices from
those of neighboring communities. Yet the majority of these varied
practices seems to have fit within a frame that was distinctly Chinese.
Thus scholars must also ask how people of dissimilar occupations and
economic interests, living in widely separated parts of the country, came
to recognize and act on a common set of cultural beliefs. Explaining the
variations in Chinese society requires minute knowledge of local
conditions. Explaining the uniformities requires historical understanding
of the processes involved in the spread of ideas and practices and the
ways by which some came to be considered standard. Given the available
sources on Chinese society, neither of these tasks is simple. The study of
kinship and kinship organizations provides one of the best ways to
approach the coexisting uniformities and variations of Chinese society.
This edited volume is the collaboration of historians and social scientists,
and this collaboration is required if we are to learn enough about kinship
in Chinese society to explain both the uniformities and the variations.
The substantive papers are all written by historians, but these historians
have raided the stock of anthropological terms, models, and theories,
tried to use technical terms in a consistent and well-defined way,
implicitly addressed anthropologists on the issues that seem to fascinate
them, and responded to the suggestions and criticisms of the
anthropologists who have read their papers. At the same time, however,
they remain historians and do not ignore the types of issues (such as
historical context and change over time) with which historians have
always dealt. The editors believe that this type of collaboration has
distinct advantages over the more usual approach to transcending
disciplinary boundaries by placing articles by historians and social
scientists side by side in the same volume. If we have been successful,
social scientists should find issues of interest in the chapters, and
historians should find them full of the substance of history and not too
long-winded in the belaboring the obvious. This title is part of UC Press's
Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give
them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893,
Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible
once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally
published in 1986.
China’s Cosmopolitan Empire - Mark Edward Lewis 2012-04-09
The Tang dynasty is often called China’s “golden age,” a period of
commercial, religious, and cultural connections from Korea and Japan to
the Persian Gulf, and a time of unsurpassed literary creativity. Mark
Lewis captures a dynamic era in which the empire reached its greatest
geographical extent under Chinese rule, painting and ceramic arts
flourished, women played a major role both as rulers and in the economy,
and China produced its finest lyric poets in Wang Wei, Li Bo, and Du Fu.
The Chinese engaged in extensive trade on sea and land. Merchants from
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Inner Asia settled in the capital, while Chinese entrepreneurs set off for
the wider world, the beginning of a global diaspora. The emergence of an
economically and culturally dominant south that was controlled from a
northern capital set a pattern for the rest of Chinese imperial history.
Poems celebrated the glories of the capital, meditated on individual
loneliness in its midst, and described heroic young men and beautiful
women who filled city streets and bars. Despite the romantic aura
attached to the Tang, it was not a time of unending peace. In 756,
General An Lushan led a revolt that shook the country to its core,
weakening the government to such a degree that by the early tenth
century, regional warlordism gripped many areas, heralding the decline
of the Great Tang.
Ancient and Early Medieval Chinese Literature (Vol. I) - 2010-09-10
The long-awaited, first Western-language reference guide, this work
offers a wealth of information on writers, genres, literary schools and
terms of the Chinese literary tradition from earliest times to the seventh
century C.E. Indispensable for scholars and students of pre-modern
Chinese literature, history, and thought. Part One contains A to R.
Windows on the Chinese World - Clara Wing-chung Ho 2009
"Each chapter of this collection addresses a problem in Chinese history
that is both interesting and important, as well as offering new ideas and
interpretations, plus a methodological example that might inspire other
scholars. The collective nature of this volume and the variety of its
approaches and topics, plus the high quality of each chapter, make it
accessible to scholars in a wide range of intellectual fields who may use
from one to all chapters."--BOOK JACKET.
The Quest for Gentility in China - Daria Berg 2007-12-07
The quest for gentility has shaped Chinese civilization and the formation
of culture in China until the present day. This book analyzes social
aspirations and cultural practices in China from 1550 to 1999, showing
how the notion of gentility has evolved and retained its relevance in
China from late imperial times until the modern day. Gentility denotes
the way of the gentleman and gentlewoman. The concept of gentility
transcends the categories of gender and class and provides important
new insights into the ways Chinese men and women lived their lives,
perceived their world and constructed their cultural environment. In
contrast to analyses of the elite, perceptions of gentility relate to ideals,
ambitions, desires, social capital, cultural sophistication, literary
refinement, aesthetic appreciation, moral behaviour, femininity and
gentlemanly elegance, rather than to actual status or power. Twelve
international leading scholars present multi-disciplinary approaches to
explore the images, artefacts and transmission of gentility across the
centuries in historical and literary situations, popular and high culture,
private and official documents, poetry clubs, garden culture and
aesthetic guidebooks. This volume changes the ways we look at Chinese
cultural history, literature, women and gender issues and offers new
perspectives on Chinese sources.
Tools and Treasures of Ancient China - Candice Ransom 2017-08-01
Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and text
highlighting for an engaging read aloud experience! Have you ever worn
silk? Eaten Rice? Used a calendar? All these things came from ancient
China. More than two thousand years ago, the ancient Chinese invented
tools and treasures that still shape our lives. Find out where the ancient
Chinese lived, what their lives were like, and what happened to them.
Discover how they changed the world!
Ethnic Identity in Tang China - Marc S. Abramson 2011-12-31
Ethnic Identity in Tang China is the first work in any language to explore
comprehensively the construction of ethnicity during the dynasty that
reigned over China for roughly three centuries, from 618 to 907. Often
viewed as one of the most cosmopolitan regimes in China's past, the
Tang had roots in Inner Asia, and its rulers continued to have complex
relationships with a population that included Turks, Tibetans, Japanese,
Koreans, Southeast Asians, Persians, and Arabs. Marc S. Abramson's rich
portrait of this complex, multiethnic empire draws on political writings,
religious texts, and other cultural artifacts, as well as comparative
examples from other empires and frontiers. Abramson argues that
various constituencies, ranging from Confucian elites to Buddhist monks
to "barbarian" generals, sought to define ethnic boundaries for various

reasons but often in part out of discomfort with the ambiguity of their
own ethnic and cultural identity. The Tang court, meanwhile, alternately
sought to absorb some alien populations to preserve the empire's
integrity while seeking to preserve the ethnic distinctiveness of other
groups whose particular skills it valued. Abramson demonstrates how the
Tang era marked a key shift in definitions of China and the Chinese
people, a shift that ultimately laid the foundation for the emergence of
the modern Chinese nation. Ethnic Identity in Tang China sheds new
light on one of the most important periods in Chinese history. It also
offers broader insights on East Asian and Inner Asian history, the history
of ethnicity, and the comparative history of frontiers and empires.
Civilization and the Chinese Body Politic - Yongnian Zheng
2022-11-22
In this important and hugely ambitious book, one of the world’s leading
political scientists working on China demonstrates how Western views of
China are flawed because the long tradition of Western scholarship
studying China views China from the Western philosophical and
intellectual perspective rather than viewing China on its own terms
through the lens of China’s own long-established and reputable
philosophical and intellectual tradition. Providing a deep analysis of
Western scholarship on China, including work from Leibniz to Marx to
Weber and then to Wittfogel, and a thorough account of the evolution of
China’s own thinking about governance as expressed in the practices of
successive Chinese dynasties, the book goes on to examine how the
current Chinese body politic fits with and is the natural outcome of
China’s own long, well-thought-through and well-practiced intellectual
consideration of what the nature of civilized governance should be. By
focusing on philosophical and intellectual approaches rather than on
theoretical or methodological ones, the book shows how the huge and
increasing disconnect between non-Chinese views of China and Chinese
ones has come about.
Rising Sons, The: China's Imperial Succession & The Art Of War - Ian
Huen 2021-12-30
The Rising Sons: China's Imperial Succession & The Art of War recollects
2,000 years of China's history by examining how some of its most
representative imperial rulers seized power by applying tactics and
strategies from Sun Tzu's The Art of War. This volume brings together
tales of the nine princes of the Qin to Qing dynasties who rose to power
through their cunning wit and prowess at psychological warfare.
Brimming in equal measure with narrative interest and analytical insight,
this book is as much a page turner about human greed, ambition and its
capacity for cruelty as it is a treatise on power dynamics and court
politics.
The Oxford World History of Empire - Peter Fibiger Bang 2020-12-16
This is the first world history of empire, reaching from the third
millennium BCE to the present. By combining synthetic surveys, thematic
comparative essays, and numerous chapters on specific empires, its two
volumes provide unparalleled coverage of imperialism throughout history
and across continents, from Asia to Europe and from Africa to the
Americas. Only a few decades ago empire was believed to be a thing of
the past; now it is clear that it has been and remains one of the most
enduring forms of political organization and power. We cannot
understand the dynamics and resilience of empire without moving
decisively beyond the study of individual cases or particular periods,
such as the relatively short age of European colonialism. The history of
empire, as these volumes amply demonstrate, needs to be drawn on the
much broader canvas of global history. Volume Two: The History of
Empires tracks the protean history of political domination from the very
beginnings of state formation in the Bronze Age up to the present. Case
studies deal with the full range of the historical experience of empire,
from the realms of the Achaemenids and Asoka to the empires of Mali
and Songhay, and from ancient Rome and China to the Mughals,
American settler colonialism, and the Soviet Union. Forty-five chapters
detailing the history of individual empires are tied together by a set of
global synthesizing surveys that structure the world history of empire
into eight chronological phases.
Sui and T'ang China, 589-906 - John King Fairbank 1979
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