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Blondel's Song - David Boyle 2005
This book retraces and rediscovers Richard's secret journey across the
Alps in winter, and uncovers the real story of the arrest of Europe's most
powerful king, two thousand miles from home, and the effects of his
gigantic ransom. It explains for the first time the real meaning of the
legend of Blondel, the song that revealed Richard's lonely cell, and the
truth about who Blondel was.
Lionheart - Douglas Boyd 2014-02-01
When people think of Richard the Lionheart they recall the scene at the
end of every Robin Hood epic when he returns from the Crusades to
punish his treacherous brother John and the wicked Sheriff of
Nottingham. In reality Richard detested England and the English, was
deeply troubled by his own sexuality and was noted for greed, not
generosity, and for murder rather than mercy. In youth Richard showed
no interest in girls; instead, a taste for cruelty and a rapacity for gold
that would literally be the death of him. To save his own skin, he
repeatedly abandoned his supporters to an evil fate, and his indifference
to women saw the part of queen at his coronation played by his
formidable mother, Queen Eleanor. His brief reign bankrupted England
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twice, destabilised the powerful empire his parents had put together and
set the scene for his brother’s ruinous rule. So how has Richard come to
be known as the noble Christian warrior associated with such bravery
and patriotism? Lionheart reveals the scandalous truth about England’s
hero king – a truth that is far different from the legend that has endured
for eight centuries.
The Plantagenets - Dan Jones 2013-04-18
The New York Times bestseller, from the author of Powers and Thrones,
that tells the story of Britain’s greatest and worst dynasty—“a real-life
Game of Thrones” (The Wall Street Journal) The first Plantagenet kings
inherited a blood-soaked realm from the Normans and transformed it
into an empire that stretched at its peak from Scotland to Jerusalem. In
this epic narrative history of courage, treachery, ambition, and
deception, Dan Jones resurrects the unruly royal dynasty that preceded
the Tudors. They produced England’s best and worst kings: Henry II and
his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine, twice a queen and the most famous woman
in Christendom; their son Richard the Lionheart, who fought Saladin in
the Third Crusade; and his conniving brother King John, who was forced
to grant his people new rights under the Magna Carta, the basis for our
1/10

Downloaded from lauradower.com on by guest

own bill of rights. Combining the latest academic research with a gift for
storytelling, Jones vividly recreates the great battles of Bannockburn,
Crécy, and Sluys and reveals how the maligned kings Edward II and
Richard II met their downfalls. This is the era of chivalry and the Black
Death, the Knights Templar, the founding of parliament, and the
Hundred Years’ War, when England’s national identity was forged by the
sword.
Luther's Fortress - James Reston Jr. 2015-05-05
In 1521, the Catholic Church declared war on Martin Luther. The
German monk had already been excommunicated the year before, after
nailing his Ninety-Five Theses—which accused the Church of rampant
corruption—to the door of a Saxon church. Now, the Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V called for Luther “to be apprehended and punished
as a notorious heretic.” The edict was akin to a death sentence: If Luther
was caught, he would almost inevitably be burned at the stake, his
fragile movement crushed, and the nascent Protestant Reformation
strangled in its cradle. In Luther’s Fortress, acclaimed historian James
Reston, Jr. describes this crucial but little-known episode in Luther’s life
and reveals its pivotal role in Christian history. Realizing the danger to
their leader, Luther’s followers spirited him away to Wartburg Castle,
deep in central Germany. There he hid for the next ten months, as his
fate—and that of the Reformation—hung in the balance. Yet instead of
cowering in fear, Luther spent his time at Wartburg strengthening his
movement and refining his theology in ways that would guarantee the
survival of Protestantism. He devoted himself to biblical study and
spiritual contemplation; he fought both his papist critics and his own
inner demons (and, legend has it, the devil himself); and he held together
his fractious and increasingly radicalized reform movement from afar.
During this time Luther also crystallized some of his most significant
ideas about Christianity and translated the New Testament into
German—an accomplishment that, perhaps more than any other,
solidified his legacy and spread his bold new religious philosophy across
Europe. Drawing on Luther’s correspondence, notes, and other writings,
Luther’s Fortress presents an earthy, gripping portrait of the
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Reformation’s architect at this transformational moment, revealing him
at his most productive, courageous, and profound.
Defenders of the Faith - James Reston, Jr. 2009-05-14
A bestselling historian recounts the epic clash that ended the
Renaissance and pushed Islam to the gates of Vienna In Warriors of God
and Dogs of God, James Reston, Jr., brought two epochal events in the
struggle between Islam and Christendom to readers eager to understand
the roots of the present-day conflict. With his unwavering eye for detail,
Reston now weaves a captivating narrative that examines a pivotal
period in that centuries- long war, which found Europe at its most
vulnerable and Islam on the attack. This saga of colliding worlds is
propelled by two astonishing young sovereigns-the Holy Roman Emperor
Charles V and the Turkish sultan Suleyman the Magnificent-and is
supported by a wide range of larger-than-life characters, who lend this
meticulously researched history a novel's worth of suspense and brio.
A History of the Crusades - Steven Runciman 1987-12-03
Analyzes the Crusades from European and Arabic viewpoints
The King's Witch - Cecelia Holland 2011-06-07
Of the women in King Richard's life, she is the least known-and the most
powerful. During the Third Crusade, deaths from fever and starvation are
common, but King Richard the Lion-Hearted has a secret ally against
these impassable enemies-a mysterious healer by the name of Edythe.
She was sent to him by his mother Eleanor, and Richard first assumes
that Edythe is a spy. But when her medical knowledge saves his life, she
becomes an indispensable member of his camp-even as his loyal soldiers,
suspicious of her talent for warding off death, call her a witch.
The Templars - Dan Jones 2017-09-19
“Dan Jones is an entertainer, but also a bona fide historian. Seldom does
one find serious scholarship so easy to read.” – The Times, Book of the
Year A New York Times bestseller, this major new history of the knights
Templar is “a fresh, muscular and compelling history of the ultimate
military-religious crusading order, combining sensible scholarship with
narrative swagger" – Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of Jerusalem A
faltering war in the middle east. A band of elite warriors determined to
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fight to the death to protect Christianity’s holiest sites. A global financial
network unaccountable to any government. A sinister plot founded on a
web of lies. Jerusalem 1119. A small group of knights seeking a purpose
in the violent aftermath of the First Crusade decides to set up a new
order. These are the first Knights Templar, a band of elite warriors
prepared to give their lives to protect Christian pilgrims to the Holy
Land. Over the next two hundred years, the Templars would become the
most powerful religious order of the medieval world. Their legend has
inspired fervent speculation ever since. In this groundbreaking narrative
history, Dan Jones tells the true story of the Templars for the first time in
a generation, drawing on extensive original sources to build a gripping
account of these Christian holy warriors whose heroism and alleged
depravity have been shrouded in myth. The Templars were protected by
the pope and sworn to strict vows of celibacy. They fought the forces of
Islam in hand-to-hand combat on the sun-baked hills where Jesus lived
and died, finding their nemesis in Saladin, who vowed to drive all
Christians from the lands of Islam. Experts at channeling money across
borders, they established the medieval world’s largest and most
innovative banking network and waged private wars against anyone who
threatened their interests. Then, as they faced setbacks at the hands of
the ruthless Mamluk sultan Baybars and were forced to retreat to their
stronghold in Cyprus, a vindictive and cash-strapped King of France set
his sights on their fortune. His administrators quietly mounted a
damning case against the Templars, built on deliberate lies and false
testimony. On Friday October 13, 1307, hundreds of brothers were
arrested, imprisoned and tortured, and the order was disbanded amid
lurid accusations of sexual misconduct and heresy. They were tried by
the Pope in secret proceedings and their last master was brutally
tortured and burned at the stake. But were they heretics or victims of a
ruthlessly repressive state? Dan Jones goes back to the sources tobring
their dramatic tale, so relevant to our own times, to life in a book that is
at once authoritative and compulsively readable.
The Last Apocalypse - James Reston, Jr. 1999-02-16
Accomplished historical author James Reston, Jr., presents the
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enthralling saga of how the Christian kingdoms converted, conquered,
and slaughtered their way to dominance in Europe as the year 1000
approached. Through Reston's brilliant narrative and engaging portraits
of the unforgettable historical characters who embodied the struggle for
the soul of Europe, students are introduced to a pivotal period in history
during which an old order was crumbling, and terrifying, confusing new
ideas were gaining hold in the populace. From the righteous fury of the
Viking queen Sigrid the Strong-Minded, who burned unwanted suitors
alive; to the brilliant but too-cunning Moor, al-Mansur the Illustrious
Victor; to the aptly named English king Ethelred the Unready; to the
abiding genius of the age, Pope Sylvester II—warrior kings and
concubine empresses, maniacal warriors and religious zealots bring this
stirring period to life.
Clash of Crowns - Mary McAuliffe 2012-03-16
Conflict between England and France was a fact of life for centuries, but
few realize that its origins date from the time of the Vikings, when a
Norse chieftain named Rollo established himself and his progeny in
Normandy. In this compelling and entertaining history, Mary McAuliffe
takes the reader back to those dark and turbulent times when Rollo’s
descendants, the dukes of Normandy, asserted their dominance over the
weak French monarchy—a dominance that became especially
threatening after Duke William conquered England in 1066, giving him a
royal crown. Despite this crown, William the Conqueror and his royal
successors remained dukes of Normandy, with feudal obligations to their
overlord, the king of France. This naturally fostered an ongoing hostility
between the French and English crowns that, as McAuliffe convincingly
shows, became ever more explosive as the strength and territorial
holdings of the English monarchs grew. Conflict erupted regularly over
the years, and Eleanor of Aquitaine’s desertion of one camp for the other
only added fuel to the long-simmering feud. McAuliffe takes the reader
back to this dramatic era, providing the fascinating background and
context for this “clash of crowns.” She offers colorful insights into
Richard Lionheart and Eleanor of Aquitaine as well as lesser-known
French and English monarchs, especially Philip II of France. Philip
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proved a determined opponent of Richard Lionheart, and their cutthroat
rivalry not only created fatal divisions within the Third Crusade but also
culminated in an incendiary faceoff at Richard’s newly built ChâteauGaillard, the seemingly impregnable gateway to empire. The outcome
would shape the course of English and French history throughout the
centuries that followed.
Crusaders - Dan Jones 2019-10-01
A major new history of the Crusades with an unprecedented wide scope,
told in a tableau of portraits of people on all sides of the wars, from the
author of Powers and Thrones. For more than one thousand years,
Christians and Muslims lived side by side, sometimes at peace and
sometimes at war. When Christian armies seized Jerusalem in 1099, they
began the most notorious period of conflict between the two religions.
Depending on who you ask, the fall of the holy city was either an
inspiring legend or the greatest of horrors. In Crusaders, Dan Jones
interrogates the many sides of the larger story, charting a deeply human
and avowedly pluralist path through the crusading era. Expanding the
usual timeframe, Jones looks to the roots of Christian-Muslim relations in
the eighth century and tracks the influence of crusading to present day.
He widens the geographical focus to far-flung regions home to so-called
enemies of the Church, including Spain, North Africa, southern France,
and the Baltic states. By telling intimate stories of individual journeys,
Jones illuminates these centuries of war not only from the perspective of
popes and kings, but from Arab-Sicilian poets, Byzantine princesses,
Sunni scholars, Shi'ite viziers, Mamluk slave soldiers, Mongol chieftains,
and barefoot friars. Crusading remains a rallying call to this day, but its
role in the popular imagination ignores the cooperation and complicated
coexistence that were just as much a feature of the period as warfare.
The age-old relationships between faith, conquest, wealth, power, and
trade meant that crusading was not only about fighting for the glory of
God, but also, among other earthly reasons, about gold. In this richly
dramatic narrative that gives voice to sources usually pushed to the
margins, Dan Jones has written an authoritative survey of the holy wars
with global scope and human focus.
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Saladin and the Fall of the Kingdom of Jerusalem - Stanley LanePoole 1898
This book lends a keen insight into the life and character of King Saladin.
The author uses many primary sources of contemporary Muslim
historians as well as the earlier writings on the subject by Sir Walter
Scott as references and constructs a detailed and in-depth look inside the
life of the famous Islamic king.
Warriors - Gerald Hanley 2004
Somalia is one of the world's most desolate, sun-scorched lands,
inhabited by fierce and independent-minded tribesmen. It was here that
Gerald Hanley spent the Second World War, charged with preventing
bloodshed between feuding tribes at a remote out-station. Rations were
scarce, pay infrequent and his detachment of native soldiers nearmutinous. In these extreme conditions seven British officers committed
suicide, but Hanley describes the period as the 'most valuable time' of his
life. With intense curiosity and open-mindedness, he explores the effects
of loneliness. He comes to understand the Somalis' love of fighting and to
admire their contempt for death. 'Of all the races of Africa,' he says,
'there cannot be one better to live among than the most difficult, the
proudest, the bravest, the vainest, the most merciless, the friendliest: the
Somalis.'
Desert Queen - Janet Wallach 2010-11-30
This “richly textured biography” (Chicago Tribune) inspired the
mesmerizing documentary, Letters from Baghdad, soon to air on public
television. Here is the story of Gertrude Bell, who explored, mapped, and
excavated the Arab world throughout the early twentieth century.
Recruited by British intelligence during World War I, she played a crucial
role in obtaining the loyalty of Arab leaders, and her connections and
information provided the brains to match T. E. Lawrence's brawn. After
the war, she played a major role in creating the modern Middle East and
was, at the time, considered the most powerful woman in the British
Empire. In this masterful biography, Janet Wallach shows us the woman
behind these achievements–a woman whose passion and defiant
independence were at odds with the confined and custom-bound England
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she left behind. Too long eclipsed by Lawrence, Gertrude Bell emerges at
last in her own right as a vital player on the stage of modern history, and
as a woman whose life was both a heartbreaking story and a grand
adventure.
Armies of Heaven - Jay Rubenstein 2011-11-01
At Moson, the river Danube ran red with blood. At Antioch, the
Crusaders -- their saddles freshly decorated with sawed-off heads -indiscriminately clogged the streets with the bodies of eastern Christians
and Turks. At Ma'arra, they cooked children on spits and ate them. By
the time the Crusaders reached Jerusalem, their quest -- and their
violence -- had become distinctly otherworldly: blood literally ran shindeep through the streets as the Crusaders overran the sacred city.
Beginning in 1095 and culminating four bloody years later, the First
Crusade represented a new kind of warfare: holy, unrestrained, and
apocalyptic. In Armies of Heaven, medieval historian Jay Rubenstein tells
the story of this cataclysmic event through the eyes of those who
witnessed it, emphasizing the fundamental role that apocalyptic thought
played in motivating the Crusaders. A thrilling work of military and
religious history, Armies of Heaven will revolutionize our understanding
of the Crusades.
Red Birds - Mohammed Hanif 2019-05-14
This “splendidly satirical novel” by the award-winning Pakistani author
“beautifully captures the absurdity and folly of war and its ineluctable
impact” (Booklist, starred review). An American pilot crash lands in the
desert and finds himself on the outskirts of the very camp he was
supposed to bomb. After days spent wandering and hallucinating from
dehydration, Major Ellie is rescued by one of the camp’s residents, a
teenager named Momo, whose money-making schemes are failing while
his family falls apart. His older brother left for his first day of work at an
American base and never returned; his parents are at each other’s
throats; his dog is having a very bad day; and a well-meaning aid worker
has shown up wanting to research him for her book on the Teenage
Muslim Mind. To escape the madness, Momo sets out to search for his
brother, and hopes his new Western acquaintances might be able to help
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find him. But as the truth of Ali’s whereabouts begin to unfold, the
effects of American “aid” on this war-torn country are revealed to be
increasingly pernicious. In Red Birds, acclaimed author Mohammed
Hanif reveals critical truths about the state of the world with his
trademark wit and keen eye for absurdity.
Siege of Acre, 1189-1191 - John D. Hosler 2018-06-26
The first comprehensive history of the most decisive military campaign of
the Third Crusade and one of the longest wartime sieges of the Middle
Ages The two-year-long siege of Acre (1189–1191) was the most
significant military engagement of the Third Crusade, attracting armies
from across Europe, Syria, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Maghreb.
Drawing on a balanced selection of Christian and Muslim sources,
historian John D. Hosler has written the first book-length account of this
hard-won victory for the Crusaders, when England’s Richard the
Lionheart and King Philip Augustus of France joined forces to defeat the
Egyptian Sultan Saladin. Hosler’s lively and engrossing narrative
integrates military, political, and religious themes and developments,
offers new perspectives on the generals, and provides a full analysis of
the tactical, strategic, organizational, and technological aspects on both
sides of the conflict. It is the epic story of a monumental confrontation
that was the centerpiece of a Holy War in which many thousands fought
and died in the name of Christ or Allah.
Warriors of God - James Reston, Jr. 2002-05-14
Acclaimed author James Reston, Jr.'s Warriors of God is the rich and
engaging account of the Third Crusade (1187-1192), a conflict that would
shape world history for centuries and which can still be felt in the Middle
East and throughout the world today. James Reston, Jr. offers a gripping
narrative of the epic battle that left Jerusalem in Muslim hands until the
twentieth century, bringing an objective perspective to the gallantry,
greed, and religious fervor that fueled the bloody clash between
Christians and Muslims. As he recounts this rousing story, Reston brings
to life the two legendary figures who led their armies against each other.
He offers compelling portraits of Saladin, the wise and highly cultured
leader who created a united empire, and Richard the Lionheart, the
5/10

Downloaded from lauradower.com on by guest

romantic personification of chivalry who emerges here in his full
complexity and contradictions. From its riveting scenes of blood-soaked
battles to its pageant of fascinating, larger-than-life characters, Warriors
of God is essential history, history that helps us understand today's
world.
Galileo - Jr. James Reston 2005
A suspenseful narrative and spiritive rendition of the life of Galileo.
Warriors of God - James Reston, Jr. 2007-12-18
Acclaimed author James Reston, Jr.'s Warriors of God is the rich and
engaging account of the Third Crusade (1187-1192), a conflict that would
shape world history for centuries and which can still be felt in the Middle
East and throughout the world today. James Reston, Jr. offers a gripping
narrative of the epic battle that left Jerusalem in Muslim hands until the
twentieth century, bringing an objective perspective to the gallantry,
greed, and religious fervor that fueled the bloody clash between
Christians and Muslims. As he recounts this rousing story, Reston brings
to life the two legendary figures who led their armies against each other.
He offers compelling portraits of Saladin, the wise and highly cultured
leader who created a united empire, and Richard the Lionheart, the
romantic personification of chivalry who emerges here in his full
complexity and contradictions. From its riveting scenes of blood-soaked
battles to its pageant of fascinating, larger-than-life characters, Warriors
of God is essential history, history that helps us understand today's
world.
Berengaria - Ann Trindade 1999
Richard the Lionheart is one of the most famous of medieval heros, but
what is known about the young woman he married, in Cyprus in May
1191, on the way to the Third Crusade? History has marginalized her,
and popular tradition has all but overlooked her but the early sources,
sparse though they are, reveal a woman of remarkable courage and
tenacity who endured loneliness and hostility both as a queen consort
and during her long years of widowhood. Her life tells us much about the
fortunes of women in a male-dominated era and the role of a queen in the
struggle between England and France at the time.
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The Crusader States - Malcolm Barber 2012-08-02
“An enriching account of the expansion of the political and cultural
frontiers of the Latin West in the central Middle Ages.”—History Today
When the armies of the First Crusade wrested Jerusalem from control of
the Fatimids of Egypt in 1099, they believed their victory was an evident
sign of God’s favor. It was, therefore, incumbent upon them to fulfill
what they understood to be God’s plan: to re-establish Christian control
of Syria and Palestine. This book is devoted to the resulting settlements,
the crusader states, that developed around the eastern shores of the
Mediterranean and survived until Richard the Lionheart’s departure in
1192. Focusing on Jerusalem, Antioch, Tripoli, and Edessa, Malcolm
Barber vividly reconstructs the crusaders’ arduous process of
establishing and protecting their settlements, and the simultaneous
struggle of vanquished inhabitants to adapt to life alongside their
conquerors. Rich with colorful accounts of major military campaigns, the
book goes much deeper, exploring in detail the culture of the crusader
states—the complex indigenous inheritance, the architecture, the
political, legal, and economic institutions, the ecclesiastical framework
through which the crusaders perceived the world, the origins of the
Knights Templar and the Hospitallers, and more. With the zest of a
scholar pursuing a life-long interest, Barber presents a complete
narrative and cultural history of the crusader states while setting a new
standard for the term “total history.” A Choice Outstanding Academic
Title in the Western Europe Category “Barber is a highly distinguished
scholar, whose touch is continually deft, and he navigates the basis of the
main narrative histories with care . . . a delight to read.”—Literary
Review
Holy Warriors - Jonathan Phillips 2010-03-09
From an internationally renowned expert, here is an accessible and
utterly fascinating one-volume history of the Crusades, thrillingly told
through the experiences of its many players—knights and sultans, kings
and poets, Christians and Muslims. Jonathan Phillips traces the origins,
expansion, decline, and conclusion of the Crusades and comments on
their contemporary echoes—from the mysteries of the Templars to the
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grim reality of al-Qaeda. Holy Warriors puts the past in a new
perspective and brilliantly sheds light on the origins of today’s wars.
Starting with Pope Urban II’s emotive, groundbreaking speech in
November 1095, in which he called for the recovery of Jerusalem from
Islam by the First Crusade, Phillips traces the centuries-long conflict
between two of the world’s great faiths. Using songs, sermons,
narratives, and letters of the period, he reveals how the success of the
First Crusade inspired generations of kings to campaign for their own
vainglory and set down a marker for the knights of Europe, men who
increasingly blurred the boundaries between chivalry and crusading. In
the Muslim world, early attempts to call a jihad fell upon deaf ears until
the charisma of the Sultan Saladin brought the struggle to a climax. Yet
the story that emerges has other dimensions—as never before, Phillips
incorporates the holy wars within the story of medieval Christendom and
Islam and shines new light on many truces, alliances, and diplomatic
efforts that have been forgotten over the centuries. Holy Warriors also
discusses how the term “crusade” survived into the modern era and how
its redefinition through romantic literature and the drive for colonial
empires during the nineteenth century gave it an energy and a resonance
that persisted down to the alliance between Franco and the Church
during the Spanish Civil War and right up to George W. Bush’s pious
“war on terror.” Elegantly written, compulsively readable, and full of
stunning new portraits of unforgettable real-life figures—from Richard
the Lionhearted to Melisende, the formidable crusader queen of
Jerusalem—Holy Warriors is a must-read for anyone interested in
medieval Europe, as well as for those seeking to understand the history
of religious conflict.
Richard and John - Frank McLynn 2008-10-20
Legend and lore surround the history of kings Richard and John, from the
ballads of Robin Hood and the novels of Sir Walter Scott to Hollywood
movies. Frank McLynn has returned to the original sources to discover
what Richard and John, the warring sons of Henry II and Eleanor of
Aquitaine, were really like, and how their history measures up to the old
legends. “With narrative panache and anecdotal detail” (The
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Independent), McLynn explores the truth behind the early folklore
tradition, confirming that “Richard was everything you'd hoped for, and
his brother John was the toad you'd always suspected.” This is history at
its best—a story well-told, thoroughly researched, unexpectedly
revealing, and “a rattling good read” (Spectator).
Lionheart - Richard I 2014-10-02
The diary of the second king of the Plantagenet dynasty who lived in
England only six months during his ten year reign.
Lionhearts - Geoffrey Regan 1998
In this parallel biography of two great Medieval figures, Geoffrey Regan
views them as different sides of the same coin, and observes that to their
respective faiths both leaders were heroes of the holy war and worthy of
the title Lionheart.
The Crusade of Richard Lion-Heart - Ambroise 2011-10-01
Editors Are Austin P. Evans And Frederick Barry. Records Of Civilization,
Sources And Studies.
Fragile Innocence - James Reston, Jr. 2006-02-21
Fragile Innocence is the story of a child devastated by pure chance. This
moving narrative of a father’s journey to understand and accept the
profound changes in his daughter’s life is at once memoir, biography,
mystery, and drama, all centered around one remarkable young woman
who cannot talk or read or understand language, but who has touched
almost everyone she has ever met. At eighteen months Hillary Reston, a
happy, healthy toddler, was struck by a remarkably high fever. On the
advice of her doctor, her parents, James Reston, Jr., and Denise Leary,
administered Tylenol and anxiously waited for the fever to subside. Five
days later it did, but the damage was done. Over the course of the next
five months their bubbly, highly verbal child was radically and
irrevocably changed. Worse yet, no doctor could explain what evil and
still unidentified force had stolen Hillary’s ability to speak or understand
language, hurtled her into a seemingly endless cycle of seizures,
destroyed her kidneys, and taken her to the very brink of death. For her
parents, discovering what had happened to their child and how to assure
the quality of her life became an obsession. This quest for answers would
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take them from the nation’s hospitals to the office of a pioneering
geneticist in Texas and the vaulted halls of the National Institutes of
Health. This very intimate story also personalizes some of the most
daunting ethical issues of medicine that society faces today, including
stem cell research, animal organ transplantation, diagnosis with the
Human Genome Map, and reproductive and therapeutic cloning. Hillary
gives these immensely complicated issues a human face, and they are
pondered by Reston as a reporter, a thinker, and a father. In Fragile
Innocence author James Reston, Jr., invites us inside his family, candidly
sharing the joys and sorrows of raising Hillary. “This is a book about the
first twenty-one years of a child named Hillary. It tells of her battle to
live and our family’s struggle to help her survive as best we could, after
an evil and still unidentified force robbed her of her language at the age
of two, hurtled her into a seemingly endless cycle of brain storms,
destroyed her kidneys, and took her to the very brink of death. That is
the first half of the story, when life itself was at stake.” —From the
Preface
The Swords of Faith - Richard Warren Field 2010-07
An epic novel steeped in action, intrigue, and romance. July 1187: the
forces of the Muslim sultan known as Saladin have defeated the army of
the Kingdom of Jerusalem, allowing Saladin to achieve his lifelong
ambition of recapturing the Holy City for Islam. This sets the stage for
the Third Crusade: the confrontation between Saladin and the legendary
Christian warrior, Richard the Lionheart. Both men believe they are
destined by God to lead their holy armies to complete victory. Richard, a
legendary warrior with a keen military mind, finds his vow to retake
Jerusalem complicated by infighting over succession to the British
throne, a rivalry with the French king, and a choice between two
potential queens. Meanwhile, Saladin struggles to keep his fractious
forces together while remaining true to the noblest principles of Islam.
These events are also portrayed through the eyes of two common men:
Pierre of Botron is a Christian knight who is captured on the battlefield
and subjected to the indignity of slavery. Rashid of Yenbo is a Muslim
trader who finds prosperity in Saladin's triumphs. The relationship
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between Rashid and Pierre offers the possibility that people of good will
can overcome polarizing conflicts. As events build toward the Battle of
Jaffa, one of the most well-known conflicts of the Crusades, the fates of
the characters depend on the choices they make between the
compassionate and fanatical aspects of their faiths. The Swords of Faith
offers an eye-opening comparison and contrast of the tenets of
Christianity and Islam, insights that reverberate into the present day.
Galileo - Clarice Swisher 2001
Examines the life and struggles of Galileo and discusses his many
contributions in such areas as scientific research, physics, and
astronomy.
Saladin and the Fall of Jerusalem - Stanley Lane-Poole 2018-01-30
SALADIN is one of the few Oriental Personages who need no
introduction to English readers. Sir Walter Scott has performed that
friendly office with the warmth and insight of appreciative genius. It was
Saladin's good fortune to attract the notice not only of the great
romancer, but also of King Richard, and to this accident he partly owes
the result that, instead of remaining a dry historical expression, under
the Arabic style of "el-Melik en-Nasir Salah-eddin Yusuf ibn Ayyub," he
has become, by the abbreviated name of "Saladin," that familiar and
amiable companion which is called a household word. The idea, it is true,
is vague and romantic.
Holy Warrior - Angus Donald 2010-07-22
King Richard the Lionheart has been crowned, and his loyal subject
Robin Hood is preparing an army to take on the Third Crusade with
Richard's forces to free the Holy Land from the grip of Saladin and his
victorious Saracen army. In Sicily, en route to the Holy Land, the
crusaders sack the town of Messina and Alan rescues and then falls in
love with a beautiful Muslim slave-girl. But someone is trying to
assassinate Robin - possibly the duo's old enemy Sir Richard Malbisse,
who joins King Richard's army in Sicily and very soon has the royal ear
as a favoured courtier. As Alan and Robin fight their way through the
conquest of Cyprus, the siege of Acre and the climatic carnage of the
battle of Arsuf near modern-day Tel Aviv, Alan discovers that Robin's
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motive for coming to the Holy Land is not as honourable as he had
imagined...
The Life and Legend of the Sultan Saladin - Jonathan Phillips 2019-08-20
An engaging biography that offers a new perspective on one of the most
influential figures of the Crusades In 1187, Saladin marched
triumphantly into Jerusalem, ending decades of struggle against the
Christians and reclaiming the holy city for Islam. Four years later he
fought off the armies of the Third Crusade, which were commanded by
Europe’s leading monarchs. A fierce warrior and savvy diplomat,
Saladin’s unparalleled courtesy, justice, generosity, and mercy were
revered by both his fellow Muslims and his Christian rivals such as
Richard the Lionheart. Combining thorough research with vivid
storytelling, Jonathan Phillips offers a fresh and captivating look at the
triumphs, failures, and contradictions of one of the Crusades’ most
unique figures. Bringing the vibrant world of the twelfth century to life,
this book also explores Saladin’s complicated legacy, examining the ways
Saladin has been invoked in the modern age by Arab and Muslim leaders
ranging from Nasser in Egypt, Asad in Syria, and Saddam Hussein in
Iraq to Osama bin Laden, as well as his huge appeal across popular
culture in books, drama, and music.
Lionheart - Sharon Kay Penman 2011-10-04
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “The great Crusader king Richard the
Lionheart comes alive in all his complex splendor in this masterpiece of
medieval tapestry.”—Margaret George A.D. 1189. After the death of his
father, Henry II, and the early demise of two of his brothers, Richard is
crowned King of England and immediately sets off for the Holy Land.
This is the Third Crusade, marked by internecine warfare among the
Christians and extraordinary campaigns against the Saracens. Richard’s
surviving brother, the younger John, is left behind—and conspires with
the French king to steal his brother’s throne. Only their mother, Eleanor
of Aquitaine, now freed from decades of captivity, remains to protect
Richard’s interests and secure his destiny. In this engrossing saga,
Sharon Kay Penman delivers a novel of passion, intrigue, battle, and
deceit. Lionheart is a sweeping tale of a heroic figure—feared by his
warriors-of-god-richard-the-lionheart-and-saladin-in-the-third-crusade

enemies and beloved by those he commanded—who became a legend in
his own lifetime. “[Sharon Kay] Penman displays her usual grasp of
sweeping historical events as well as an uncanny ability to get inside the
hearts and minds of her real-life characters. Her reputation for
character-driven, solidly detailed historicals is richly
deserved.”—Booklist “The beautifully described settings and the
characters’ interactions are simply outstanding.”—The Historical Novels
Review “Penman takes historical writing to a whole new level.”—The
Sacramento Bee “[A] gritty, unsentimental, and richly detailed
epic.”—Publishers Weekly Don’t miss the exclusive conversation between
Sharon Kay Penman and Margaret George at the back of the book.
God's Jury - Cullen Murphy 2012
Examines how the Inquisition's sentiments are thriving in today's world,
tracing the history of its legacy through stories that lead to modern
incarnations like Vatican edicts, the Third Reich, and Guantanamo's
detention camps.
The Noonday Demon - Andrew Solomon 2014-09-16
The author offers a look at depression, drawing on his own battle with
the illness and interviews with fellow sufferers, researchers, and doctors
to assess the disease's complexities, causes, symptoms, and available
therapies.
The Trial of Socrates - I. F. Stone 1989-02-01
In unraveling the long-hidden issues of the most famous free speech case
of all time, noted author I.F. Stone ranges far and wide over Roman as
well as Greek history to present an engaging and rewarding introduction
to classical antiquity and its relevance to society today. The New York
Times called this national best-seller an "intellectual thriller."
King Richard the Lionhearted and the Crusades in World History Katherine M. Doherty 2002-01
Describes the religious wars fought over holy land by the Muslims and
Christains, and the military role of Richard I of England.
Dogs of God - James Reston, Jr. 2006-10-10
From the acclaimed author of Warriors of God comes a riveting account
of the pivotal events of 1492, when towering political ambitions, horrific
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religious excesses, and a drive toward international conquest changed
the world forever.James Reston, Jr., brings to life the epic story of
Spain’s effort to consolidate its own burgeoning power by throwing off
the yoke of the Vatican. By waging war on the remaining Moors in
Granada and unleashing the Inquisitor Torquemada on Spain’s Jewish
and converso population, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella attained
enough power and wealth to fund Columbus’ expedition to America and
to chart a Spanish destiny separate from that of Italy. With rich
characterizations of the central players, this engrossing narrative
captures all the political and religious ferment of this crucial moment on
the eve of the discovery of the New World.
Warriors in Winter - Michelle Willingham 2012-12-01
Spend Christmas with your favorite warriors—the MacEgans! In the

Bleak Midwinter It's a year since Brianna MacEgan's husband was killed,
and she remains coldly obsessed with avenging his death. But Arturo de
Manzano is intent on distracting her with his muscled fighter's
body—and the ice around her heart is soon in danger of melting…. The
Holly and the Viking Lost in a snowstorm, Rhiannon MacEgan is rescued
by a fierce Viking. Her lonely soul instantly finds its mate in Kaall, but
can they ever be together? For not only is Kaall blind, he's also her
beloved cousin's most hated enemy…. A Season to Forgive Adriana de
Manzano is betrothed to Liam MacEgan, a man she absolutely adores.
But she's hiding a terrible secret. To save Liam's life in the Holy Land
she was forced to betray him. If she tells this proud warrior the truth,
can he ever forgive her?
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