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Kremlin Rising - Peter Baker 2005-05-31
Two journalists for "The Washington Post" examine modern-day Russia,
assessing the ways in which Vladimir Putin and his former KGB
associates have shaped the country and threatened Russia's chances for
long-term democracy.
National Minorities in Putin's Russia - Federica Prina 2018-01-12
Using a human rights approach, the book analyses the dynamics in the
application of minority policies for the preservation of cultural and
linguistic diversity in Russia. Despite Russia¿s legacy of ethno-cultural
and linguistic pluralism, the book argues that the Putin leadership¿s
overwhelming statism and promotion of Russian patriotism are
inexorably leading to a reduction of Russia¿s diversity. Using scores of
interviews with representatives of national minorities, civil society,
public officials and academics, the book highlights the reasons why
Russian law and policies, as well as international standards on minority
rights, are ill-equipped to withstand the centralising drive toward ever
greater uniformity. While minority policies are fragmented and feeble in
contemporary Russia, they are also centrally conceived, which is
exacerbated by a growing democratic deficit under Putin. Crucially, in
today¿s Russia informal practices and networks are frequently utilised
rather than formal channels in the sphere of diversity management.
Informal practices, the book argues, can at times favour minorities, yet
they more frequently disadvantage them and create the conditions for
the co-optation of leaders of minority groups. A dilution of diversity, the
book suggests, is not only resulting in the loss of Russia¿s rich cultural
heritage but is also impairing the peaceful coexistence of the individuals
and groups that make up Russian society.
Putin's Russia - Lilii͡a Shevt͡sova 2003
On December 31, 1999, ailing political maverick Boris Yeltsin abruptly
handed the country's leadership over to the virtually unknown former
intelligence officer Vladimir Putin. The new Kremlin boss represented
both continuity and change. While he was linked with the past, he also
signified a sharp break from it.With Putin's ascendancy to power,
Russian leadership and Russia have changed dramatically. A pragmatic
manager, Putin has tamed the Russian elite and arrogant tycoons,
pushed forward economic reforms previously stalled under Yeltsin, and
instituted a pro-Western foreign policy. He has accomplished all of this
while maintaining an astonishing 70 percent approval rating.However,
Russia's transformation under Putin remains a paradox. Outwardly he
has proved his desire to modernize Russia, but he has also demonstrated
a deep distrust of major democratic institutions and an open desire to
keep tight control over society.In Putin's Russia, Lilia Shevtsova, one of
Russia's top political analysts and award-winning journalists, examines
how, under Putin, the country vacillates between optimism and anguish,
hope and resentment. She examines the true nature of Putin's leadership
and how far he is willing and capable to go with further transformation.
Time will tell if he can combine his authoritarian ways with economic
liberalism and pro-Western policy to define the Russia of the twenty-first
century.
Civil Society in Putin's Russia - Elena A. Chebankova 2013
1. Methodology, Theoretical Considerations and the Structure of the
Study . - 2. Public and Private Cycles of Socio-Political Life in Russia . - 3.
The Pulic Sphere and the State in Russia . - 4. A Kind of Society: The
Nature of Political Radicalism in Modern Russia . - 5. State-Sponsored
Civic Associations in Russia: Systemic Integration or a 'War of Position'? .
- 6. Foreign-Sponsored Associations in Russia: Themes and Problems . 7. Grassroots Movements in Modern Russia: A Cause for Optimism? . Conclusion
Oil in Putin's Russia - Adnan Vatansever 2021
Providing an in-depth review of Russia's key economic policies, this book
is the first systematic study of the political economy of oil windfalls in
Putin's Russia.
Inside Putin's Russia - Andrew Jack 2005-12-15
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Written by Andrew Jack, the Moscow Bureau Chief of the Financial
Times, here is a revealing look at the meteoric rise of Vladimir Putin and
his first term as president of Russia. Drawing on interviews with Putin
himself, and with a number of the country's leading figures, as well as
many ordinary Russians, Jack describes how the former KGB official
emerged from the shadows of the Soviet secret police and lowly
government jobs to become the most powerful man in Russia. The author
shows how Putin has defied domestic and foreign expectations, presiding
over a period of strong economic growth, significant restructuring, and
rising international prestige. Yet Putin himself remains a man of mystery
and contradictions. Personally, he is the opposite of Boris Yeltsin. A
former judo champion, he is abstemious, healthy, and energetic, but also
evasive, secretive, and cautious. Politically, he has pursued a
predominantly pro-western foreign policy and liberal economic reforms,
but has pursued a hardline war in Chechnya and introduced tighter
controls over parliament and the media and his opponents, moves which
are reminiscent of the Soviet era. Through it all, Putin has united Russian
society and maintained extraordinarily high popularity. Jack concludes
that Putin's "liberal authoritarianism" may be unpalatable to the West,
but is probably the best that Russia can do at this point in her history.
Inside Putin's Russia digs behind the rumors and speculation,
illuminating Putin's character and the changing nature of the Russia he
rules. Andrew Jack sheds light on Putin's thinking, style and effectiveness
as president. With Putin's second term just beginning, this invaluable
book offers important insights for anyone interested in the past, present,
and future of Russia.
Art and Protest in Putin's Russia - Lena Jonson 2015-02-20
The Pussy Riot protest, and the subsequent heavy handed treatment of
the protestors, grabbed the headlines, but this was not an isolated
instance of art being noticeably critical of the regime. As this book,
based on extensive original research, shows, there has been gradually
emerging over recent decades a significant counter-culture in the art
world which satirises and ridicules the regime and the values it
represents, at the same time putting forward, through art, alternative
values. The book traces the development of art and protest in recent
decades, discusses how art of this kind engages in political and social
protest, and provides many illustrations as examples of art as protest.
The book concludes by discussing how important art has been in
facilitating new social values and in prompting political protests.
Putin's Russia - Анна Политковская 2004
This is a devastating appraisal of the policies of Russia’s current head of
state by the country’s leading radical journalist. Known for her humanity
and passion, she is admired for her fearless reporting on human-rights
issues, especially the wars in Chechnya.
The Political Economy of Putin's Russia - Pekka Sutela 2013-02-28
This book constitutes an up-to-date treatment of Russia’s economic
development and economic policies since 2000, when Vladimir Putin
became the President of Russia. After the slow decline and sudden
collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia embarked upon a multi-faceted
change. This included transition from central management to a market
economy, from one-party rule to democracy, from multi-national empire
to nation state, and from relative autarchy to opening up to the European
and global communities. This book concentrates on economic change,
exploring how in spite of steep production decline, widening welfare
differentials and increasing social uncertainty, the 1990s also created
many of the institutional and policy preconditions for a functioning
market economy.
Putin's Russia - Anna Politkovskaya 2007-01-09
An incisive study of a nation in chaos and its leader by a distinguished
Russian journalist offers a detailed expos of the rampant corruption in
business, government, and the judiciary; severe problems within the
military establishment; the ongoing war with Chechnya; and the role of
Vladimir Putin in stifling civil liberties and the West for its support of the
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Russian leader. Reprint.
Change in Putin's Russia - Simon Pirani 2010-01-15
Political Science.
Putin's Russia - Stephen K. Wegren 2018-11-16
Now in a thoroughly revised, expanded, and updated edition, this classic
text provides an authoritative and current analysis of contemporary
Russia. Leading scholars explore the daunting domestic and international
problems Russia confronts, considering a comprehensive array of
economic, political, foreign policy, and social issues.
Moscow in Movement - Samuel A. Greene 2014-08-20
Moscow in Movement is the first exhaustive study of social movements,
protest, and the state-society relationship in Vladimir Putin's Russia.
Beginning in 2005 and running through the summer of 2013, the book
traces the evolution of the relationship between citizens and their state
through a series of in-depth case studies, explaining how Russians
mobilized to defend human and civil rights, the environment, and
individual and group interests: a process that culminated in the dramatic
election protests of 2011–2012 and their aftermath. To understand where
this surprising mobilization came from, and what it might mean for
Russia's political future, the author looks beyond blanket arguments
about the impact of low levels of trust, the weight of the Soviet legacy, or
authoritarian repression, and finds an active and boisterous citizenry
that nevertheless struggles to gain traction against a ruling elite that
would prefer to ignore them. On a broader level, the core argument of
this volume is that political elites, by structuring the political arena,
exert a decisive influence on the patterns of collective behavior that
make up civil society—and the author seeks to test this theory by
applying it to observable facts in historical and comparative perspective.
Moscow in Movement will be of interest to anyone looking for a bottomup, citizens' eye view of recent Russian history, and especially to scholars
and students of contemporary Russian politics and society, comparative
politics, and sociology.
Weak Strongman - Timothy Frye 2022-09-27
Looking beyond Putin to understand how today's Russia actually works
Media and public discussion tends to understand Russian politics as a
direct reflection of Vladimir Putin's seeming omnipotence or Russia's
unique history and culture. Yet Russia is remarkably similar to other
autocracies—and recognizing this illuminates the inherent limits to
Putin's power. Weak Strongman challenges the conventional wisdom
about Putin's Russia, highlighting the difficult trade-offs that confront the
Kremlin on issues ranging from election fraud and repression to
propaganda and foreign policy. Drawing on three decades of his own onthe-ground experience and research as well as insights from a new
generation of social scientists that have received little attention outside
academia, Timothy Frye reveals how much we overlook about today's
Russia when we focus solely on Putin or Russian exceptionalism. Frye
brings a new understanding to a host of crucial questions: How popular
is Putin? Is Russian propaganda effective? Why are relations with the
West so fraught? Can Russian cyber warriors really swing foreign
elections? In answering these and other questions, Frye offers a highly
accessible reassessment of Russian politics that highlights the challenges
of governing Russia and the nature of modern autocracy. Rich in
personal anecdotes and cutting-edge social science, Weak Strongman
offers the best evidence available about how Russia actually works.
Should the West Engage Putin’s Russia? - Stephen F. Cohen
2015-11-12
How should the West deal with Putin’s Russia? For the U.S. and some
European powers the answer is obvious: isolate Russia with punishing
economic sanctions, remove it from global institutions such as the G8,
and arm the nations directly threatened by Putin. In short, return to the
Cold War doctrine that froze Soviet aggression in Europe and helped
bring about the collapse of communist Russia. Others argue that such a
policy is a dead end. Putin’s Russia has legitimate grievances against
Western and NATO powers meddling in its sphere of influence. Instead of
further antagonizing Putin and risking a dangerous escalation of the
current conflict, the U.S. and Europe should seek common cause with
Russia to address shared threats, from the Middle East to Asia to
combatting terrorism. In the fifteenth semi-annual Munk Debate,
acclaimed academic Stephen F. Cohen and veteran journalist and
bestselling author Vladimir Poznar square off against internationally
renowned expert on Russian history Anne Applebaum and Russian-born
political dissident Garry Kasparov to debate the future of the West’s
relationship with Russia.
Putin's People - Catherine Belton 2020-06-23
A New York Times and Sunday Times bestseller | A New York Times
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Book Review Editors' Choice Named a best book of the year by The
Economist | Financial Times | New Statesman | The Telegraph "[Putin's
People] will surely now become the definitive account of the rise of Putin
and Putinism." —Anne Applebaum, The Atlantic "This riveting,
immaculately researched book is arguably the best single volume written
about Putin, the people around him and perhaps even about
contemporary Russia itself in the past three decades." —Peter
Frankopan, Financial Times Interference in American elections. The
sponsorship of extremist politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent
years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia has waged a concerted campaign to
expand its influence and undermine Western institutions. But how and
why did all this come about, and who has orchestrated it? In Putin’s
People, the investigative journalist and former Moscow correspondent
Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin and the
small group of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their
country. Delving deep into the workings of Putin’s Kremlin, Belton
accesses key inside players to reveal how Putin replaced the
freewheeling tycoons of the Yeltsin era with a new generation of loyal
oligarchs, who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and legal system and
extended the Kremlin's reach into the United States and Europe. The
result is a chilling and revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story
that begins in the murk of the Soviet collapse, when networks of
operatives were able to siphon billions of dollars out of state enterprises
and move their spoils into the West. Putin and his allies subsequently
completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power while taking control of
the economy for themselves, suppressing independent voices, and
launching covert influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow and
London to Switzerland and Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach—and assembling a
colorful cast of characters to match—Putin’s People is the definitive
account of how hopes for the new Russia went astray, with stark
consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly, the world.
After Putin's Russia - Stephen K. Wegren 2009-08-16
A fifth edition of this book is now available. Now in a thoroughly revised,
expanded, and updated edition, this classic text provides the most
authoritative and current analysis available of contemporary Russia and
the challenges facing Vladimir Putin and his successor, Dmitri Medvedev.
Leading scholars discuss the social, political, and security issues that
confronted Putin, as well as his successes and failures in dealing with
them. The contributors conclude that Putin's influence will continue to be
felt for years to come, not only because he remains powerful in his new
post as prime minister but because he laid the groundwork for dealing
with the many problems still confronting Russia. Clearly written and
organized, this text is an indispensable guide for anyone wanting to
understand Russia today.
The Decline of Regionalism in Putin's Russia - J. Paul Goode 2011-05-11
This book reassesses Putin's attempt to reverse the decentralization of
power that characterised centre-regional relations in the 1990s, focusing
on regional responses to Putin's federal reforms. It explains the decline
of regionalism after 2000 in terms of the dynamics of regional
boundaries, understood as the juridical boundaries which demarcate a
region's territorial extent and its resources; institutional boundaries that
sustain regional differences; and cultural boundaries that define the
ethnic or technocratic principles on which a region could claim
legitimate existence. The book questions the conventional wisdom
regarding the success of Putin's regime. It shows how regional governors
responded not by attempting to deflect the reforms with outright
resistance, but by mimicking Putin's centralisation of power at the
regional level. In turn, this facilitated the homogenisation of regional
political regimes and regional mergers. The book demonstrates how the
reordering of regions advanced sporadically, how pockets of resistance
persist, and how the potential for the revival of regionalism continues.
Putin's World - Angela Stent 2019-02-26
In this revised version that includes an exclusive new chapter on the
Russia-Ukraine war, renowned foreign policy expert Angela Stent
examines how Putin created a paranoid and polarized world—and
increased Russia's status on the global stage. How did Russia manage to
emerge resurgent on the world stage and play a weak hand so
effectively? Is it because Putin is a brilliant strategist? Or has Russia
stepped into a vacuum created by the West's distraction with its own
domestic problems and US ambivalence about whether it still wants to
act as a superpower? Putin's World examines the country's turbulent
past, how it has influenced Putin, the Russians' understanding of their
position on the global stage and their future ambitions—and their
conviction that the West has tried to deny them a seat at the table of
great powers since the USSR collapsed. This book looks at Russia's key
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relationships—its downward spiral with the United States, Europe, and
NATO; its ties to China, Japan, the Middle East; and with its neighbors,
particularly the fraught relationship with Ukraine. Putin's World will help
Americans understand how and why the post-Cold War era has given way
to a new, more dangerous world, one in which Russia poses a challenge
to the United States in every corner of the globe—and one in which
Russia has become a toxic and divisive subject in US politics.
Change in Putin's Russia - Simon Pirani 2010-01-15
Simon Pirani investigates the interaction of power, money and people in
Russia during the presidencies of Vladimir Putin and his successor
Dmitry Medvedev. Profiling the Putin team, including contingents from
the security services and pro-market economic "reformers," Pirani
argues that the economic growth it presided over during the oil boom
was one-sided. The gap between rich and poor widened. Now the boom is
over, inequalities will multiply further. As well as explaining Russia's
economic trajectory, the book provides a unique account of the social
movements that are working against an increasingly authoritarian
government to change Russia for the better. This is the perfect
introduction for undergraduates approaching Russia for the first time
and those who wish to know how Russia will change during the economic
crisis.
Putin's Russia - Lilii︠a︡ Shevt︠s︡ova 2005
Examines the recent presidential and parliamentary elections and their
effects on Putin's leadership and Russia.
Putin and Russia - Darryl Cunningham 2021-09-16
Author of more than six acclaimed graphic novels and well- known for his
economical drawing and clear, explanatory narrative, Cunningham shows
how the West and its leaders have been culpable in aiding Putin's rise Obama being an example.Areas covered include Brexit and Trump; the
crackdown on human rights, especially on homosexuality in Russia; and
the poisonings - among them, journalist Anna Politkovskaya in Russia,
Alexander Litvinenko in London, Sergei Skripal in Salisbury. By putting
these events into a timeline, Cunningham aims to show that Putin is
opportunistic rather than the master manipulator people make him out to
be: 'He's essentially a gangster and not a particularly smart one. We
need to demythologise Putin if we are to beat him.' Meanwhile Russian
money and influence grows ever stronger as Western governments and
companies turn a blind eye to the regime's excessive brutality and
corruption.
The New Cold War - Edward Lucas 2009-03-17
An updated paperback edition of a well-received indictment of the
Kremlin's notorious activities covers such topics as the corruption that
enabled Dmitry Medvedev's presidential election, Vladmir Putin's
unofficial status as Russia's enduring leader, and the Kremlin's actual
goals in the war in Georgia. Reprint.
The New Autocracy - Daniel Treisman 2018-02-06
Corruption, fake news, and the "informational autocracy" sustaining
Putin in power After fading into the background for many years following
the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia suddenly has emerged as a new
threat—at least in the minds of many Westerners. But Western
assumptions about Russia, and in particular about political decisionmaking in Russia, tend to be out of date or just plain wrong. Under the
leadership of Vladimir Putin since 2000, Russia is neither a somewhat
reduced version of the Soviet Union nor a classic police state. Corruption
is prevalent at all levels of government and business, but Russia's leaders
pursue broader and more complex goals than one would expect in a
typical kleptocracy, such as those in many developing countries. Nor
does Russia fit the standard political science model of a "competitive
authoritarian" regime; its parliament, political parties, and other political
bodies are neither fakes to fool the West nor forums for bargaining
among the elites. The result of a two-year collaboration between top
Russian experts and Western political scholars, Autocracy explores the
complex roles of Russia's presidency, security services, parliament,
media and other actors. The authors argue that Putin has created an
“informational autocracy,” which relies more on media manipulation than
on the comprehensive repression of traditional dictatorships. The fake
news, hackers, and trolls that featured in Russia’s foreign policy during
the 2016 U.S. presidential election are also favored tools of Putin’s
domestic regime—along with internet restrictions, state television, and
copious in-house surveys. While these tactics have been successful in the
short run, the regime that depends on them already shows signs of age:
over-centralization, a narrowing of information flows, and a reliance on
informal fixers to bypass the bureaucracy. The regime's challenge will be
to continue to block social modernization without undermining the
leadership’s own capabilities.
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Kremlin Rising - Peter Baker 2005-06-07
In the tradition of Hedrick Smith's The Russians, Robert G. Kaiser's
Russia: The People and the Power, and David Remnick's Lenin's Tomb
comes an eloquent and eye-opening chronicle of Vladimir Putin's Russia,
from this generation's leading Moscow correspondents. With the 1991
collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia launched itself on a fitful transition
to Western-style democracy. But a decade later, Boris Yeltsin's
handpicked successor, Vladimir Putin, a childhood hooligan turned KGB
officer who rose from nowhere determined to restore the order of the
Soviet past, resolved to bring an end to the revolution. Kremlin Rising
goes behind the scenes of contemporary Russia to reveal the culmination
of Project Putin, the secret plot to reconsolidate power in the Kremlin.
During their four years as Moscow bureau chiefs for The Washington
Post, Peter Baker and Susan Glasser witnessed firsthand the methodical
campaign to reverse the post-Soviet revolution and transform Russia
back into an authoritarian state. Their gripping narrative moves from the
unlikely rise of Putin through the key moments of his tenure that recentralized power into his hands, from his decision to take over Russia's
only independent television network to the Moscow theater siege of 2002
to the "managed democracy" elections of 2003 and 2004 to the horrific
slaughter of Beslan's schoolchildren in 2004, recounting a four-year
period that has changed the direction of modern Russia. But the authors
also go beyond the politics to draw a moving and vivid portrait of the
Russian people they encountered -- both those who have prospered and
those barely surviving -- and show how the political flux has shaped
individual lives. Opening a window to a country on the brink, where
behind the gleaming new shopping malls all things Soviet are chic again
and even high school students wonder if Lenin was right after all,
Kremlin Rising features the personal stories of Russians at all levels of
society, including frightened army deserters, an imprisoned oil
billionaire, Chechen villagers, a trendy Moscow restaurant king, a
reluctant underwear salesman, and anguished AIDS patients in Siberia.
With shrewd reporting and unprecedented access to Putin's insiders,
Kremlin Rising offers both unsettling new revelations about Russia's
leader and a compelling inside look at life in the land that he is building.
As the first major book on Russia in years, it is an extraordinary
contribution to our understanding of the country and promises to shape
the debate about Russia, its uncertain future, and its relationship with
the United States.
Putin's People - Catherine Belton 2022-05-03
A New York Times and Sunday Times bestseller | A New York Times
Book Review Editors' Choice Named a best book of the year by The
Economist | Financial Times | New Statesman | The Telegraph "[Putin's
People] will surely now become the definitive account of the rise of Putin
and Putinism." —Anne Applebaum, The Atlantic "This riveting,
immaculately researched book is arguably the best single volume written
about Putin, the people around him and perhaps even about
contemporary Russia itself in the past three decades." —Peter
Frankopan, Financial Times Interference in American elections. The
sponsorship of extremist politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent
years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia has waged a concerted campaign to
expand its influence and undermine Western institutions. But how and
why did all this come about, and who has orchestrated it? In Putin’s
People, the investigative journalist and former Moscow correspondent
Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin and the
small group of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their
country. Delving deep into the workings of Putin’s Kremlin, Belton
accesses key inside players to reveal how Putin replaced the
freewheeling tycoons of the Yeltsin era with a new generation of loyal
oligarchs, who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and legal system and
extended the Kremlin's reach into the United States and Europe. The
result is a chilling and revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story
that begins in the murk of the Soviet collapse, when networks of
operatives were able to siphon billions of dollars out of state enterprises
and move their spoils into the West. Putin and his allies subsequently
completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power while taking control of
the economy for themselves, suppressing independent voices, and
launching covert influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow and
London to Switzerland and Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach—and assembling a
colorful cast of characters to match—Putin’s People is the definitive
account of how hopes for the new Russia went astray, with stark
consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly, the world.
Between Two Fires - Joshua Yaffa 2021-05-04
WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE • NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’
CHOICE • “Unforgettable . . . a book about Putin’s Russia that is unlike
Downloaded from lauradower.com on by guest

any other.”—Patrick Radden Keefe, author of Empire of Pain From a
Moscow correspondent for The New Yorker, a groundbreaking portrait of
modern Russia and the inner struggles of the people who sustain
Vladimir Putin’s rule ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—NPR,
Kirkus Reviews In this rich and novelistic tour of contemporary Russia,
Joshua Yaffa introduces readers to some of the country’s most
remarkable figures—from politicians and entrepreneurs to artists and
historians—who have built their careers and constructed their identities
in the shadow of the Putin system. Torn between their own ambitions and
the omnipresent demands of the state, each walks an individual path of
compromise. Some muster cunning and cynicism to extract all manner of
benefits and privileges from those in power. Others, finding themselves
to be less adept, are left broken and demoralized. What binds them
together is the tangled web of dilemmas and contradictions they face.
Between Two Fires chronicles the lives of a number of strivers who
understand that their dreams are best—or only—realized through
varying degrees of cooperation with the Russian government. With
sensitivity and depth, Yaffa profiles the director of the country’s main
television channel, an Orthodox priest at war with the church hierarchy,
a Chechen humanitarian who turns a blind eye to persecutions, and many
others. The result is an intimate and probing portrait of a nation that is
much discussed yet little understood. By showing how citizens shape
their lives around the demands of a capricious and frequently repressive
state—as often by choice as under threat of force—Yaffa offers urgent
lessons about the true nature of modern authoritarianism. Praise for
Between Two Fires “A deep and revealing portrait of life inside Vladimir
Putin’s Russia. . . . Yaffa mines a rich vein, describing his subjects’ moral
compromises and often ingenious ways of engaging a crooked
bureaucracy to show how the Kremlin sustains its
authoritarianism.”—The New York Times Book Review “Few journalists
have penetrated so deep and with so much nuance into the moral
ambiguities of Russia. If you want insight into the deeper distortions the
Kremlin causes in people’s psyches this book is invaluable.”—Peter
Pomerantsev, author of Nothing Is True and Everything Is Possible “A
stunning chronicle of Putin’s new Russia . . . It celebrates the vitality of
the Russian people even as it explores the compromises and
accommodations that they must make. . . . This embrace of
contradictions is what makes Between Two Fires such a poignant and
poetic book.”—Alex Gibney, Air Mail
12 Who Don't Agree - Valery Panyushkin 2011-06-28
“Portraits of a group of mostly young Muscovites . . . Some of
[Panyushkin’s] sketches are political fables of inspiring selflessness and
courage” (Star Tribune). In Twelve Who Don’t Agree, journalist Valery
Panyushkin profiles twelve Russians from across the country’s social
spectrum, including: a politician, a journalist, an army officer, an author,
a bank manager, a laborer, and a university student. Despite varied
backgrounds, they all have one thing in common: participation in 2007’s
historic March of the Dissidents. Though each of these men and women
had personal reasons for joining the demonstration, they shared a belief
that the government of Vladimir Putin was betraying the promise of
Russia’s future. Risking the threats and violent retaliation inflicted upon
Russian journalists who dare to question the powers that be, Panyushkin
boldly illuminates the lives and convictions of these twelve men and
women. Their stories reveal how a growing commitment to human rights,
equality, the principals of decency and fairness can transform one into a
dissident in the eyes of a ruling class that does not value those same
principles. And in today’s Russia the dissidents’ journey is one from
which there is often no return. “Panyushkin reveals a great deal about
post-Soviet Russia and the kinds of constraints on freedom that most
citizens still live with and try to work around. . . . [He] writes in vivid
tableaux.” —Los Angeles Times “His compassionate yet candid outlook
lends poignancy to individual portraits, with inflections of wisdom and
occasional humor. Remaining defiant in the face of oppression, it is a
testament to Panyushkin’s talent that the plight of those involved is what
ultimately resonates.” —Publishers Weekly
The Russia Conundrum - Mikhail Khodorkovsky 2022-10-04
An urgent analysis of the battle between Russia and the West and an
exposé of Putin’s Russia, by a former Kremlin insider. "I'm a fairly calm
fellow; I don't usually get wound up about things. But I was, let's say,
concerned when I tuned into the Moscow Echo radio station and heard
that the Kremlin had put a price on my head. The announcement didn't
quite say 'dead or alive'. But it came close..." —Mikhail Khodorkovsky,
March 2021 Mikhail Khodorkovsky has seen behind the mask of Vladimir
Putin. Once an oil tycoon and the richest man in Russia, Khodorkovsky
spoke out against the corruption of Putin's regime—and was punished by
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the Kremlin, stripped of his entire wealth and jailed for over ten years.
Now freed, working as a pro-democracy campaigner in enforced exile,
Khodorkovsky brings us the insider's battle to save his country's soul.
Offering an urgent analysis of what has gone wrong with Putin, The
Russia Conundrum maps the country's rise and fall against
Khodorkovsky's own journey, from Soviet youth to international oil
executive, powerful insider to political dissident, and now a high-profile
voice seeking to reconcile East and West. With unparalleled insight,
written with Sunday Times bestselling author Martin Sixsmith, The
Russia Conundrum exposes the desires and damning truths of Putin's
"mafia clan," and provides an answer to the West on how it must
challenge the Kremlin—in order to pave the way for a better future.
The Political Economy of Putin's Russia - Pekka Sutela 2014-05-16
This book constitutes an up-to-date treatment of Russia's economic
development and economic policies since 2000, when Vladimir Putin
became the President of Russia. After the slow decline and sudden
collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia embarked upon a multi-faceted
change. This included transition from central management to a market
economy, from one-party rule to democracy, from multi-national empire
to nation state, and from relative autarchy to opening up to the European
and global communities. This book concentrates on economic change,
exploring how in spite of steep production decline, widening welfare
differentials and increasing social uncertainty, the 1990s also created
many of the institutional and policy preconditions for a functioning
market economy.
Protest in Putin's Russia - Mischa Gabowitsch 2016-12-27
The Russian protests, sparked by the 2011 Duma election, have been
widely portrayed as a colourful but inconsequential middle-class
rebellion, confined to Moscow and organized by an unpopular opposition.
In this sweeping new account of the protests, Mischa Gabowitsch
challenges these journalistic clichés, showing that they stem from
wishful thinking and media bias rather than from accurate empirical
analysis. Drawing on a rich body of material, he analyses the biggest
wave of demonstrations since the end of the Soviet Union, situating them
in the context of protest and social movements across Russia as a whole.
He also explores the legacy of the protests in the new era after Ukraine's
much larger Maidan protests, the crises in Crimea and the Donbass, and
Putin's ultra-conservative turn. As the first full-length study of the
Russian protests, this book will be of great value to students and scholars
of Russia and to anyone interested in contemporary social movements
and political protest.
Art and Protest in Putin's Russia - Lena Jonson 2015-02-20
The Pussy Riot protest, and the subsequent heavy handed treatment of
the protestors, grabbed the headlines, but this was not an isolated
instance of art being noticeably critical of the regime. As this book,
based on extensive original research, shows, there has been gradually
emerging over recent decades a significant counter-culture in the art
world which satirises and ridicules the regime and the values it
represents, at the same time putting forward, through art, alternative
values. The book traces the development of art and protest in recent
decades, discusses how art of this kind engages in political and social
protest, and provides many illustrations as examples of art as protest.
The book concludes by discussing how important art has been in
facilitating new social values and in prompting political protests.
Insecurity & the Rise of Nationalism in Putin's Russia - Suzanne Loftus
2018-08-30
This book offers an analysis of Putin's approval ratings from the fall of
the USSR to the present day. It considers contemporary materials,
statistics and a discourse analysis to assess how Putin's approval ratings
have stayed so high despite the current economic turndown. Through a
comparative analysis with Yeltsin's time in office, the author
demonstrates that higher levels of security, a better standard of living,
increasingly assertive foreign policy and greater centralization of power
led to positive approval ratings for Putin—absent characteristics during
Yeltsin’s terms—and fostered 'positive national self-esteem' in Russia, a
national sentiment that has persisted through current economic
difficulties. Recommended reading for academics and students of
Russian studies in the field of International Relations, Foreign Policy and
Comparative Politics.
Putin's Russia - Darrell Slider 2022
Thoroughly revised, expanded, and updated, the new edition of this
classic text provides the most authoritative and current analysis of
contemporary Russia. Leading scholars explore the domestic and
international problems Russia confronts, including political, economic,
societal, and foreign policy issues. The new edition provides an analysis
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from multiple perspectives on the major challenges facing Russia and
Putin's regime. Updates include new sections on corruption, Russia's
conflicts with Ukraine and Georgia, Russia's response to Only by
understanding these challenges--and previous efforts to deal with them-will it be possible to understand the trajectory for Russia. Well written
and clearly organized, this text is an indispensable guide for anyone
wanting to understand contemporary Russia.
Kremlin Rising - Peter Baker 2007-03
Containing firsthand narrative, personal stories, and groundbreaking
reporting, this work examines the Russia under Vladimir Putin, who the
authors assert along with his circle of close associates from the former
KGB have waged a methodical campaign to end Russia's democratic
experiment and reconsolidate power in the Kremlin.
Return to Putin's Russia - Stephen K. Wegren 2013
Wegren/After Putin's Russia 4e (R&L 2009). Cloth $99, 118 copies. Paper
$44, 2239 copies +215 exam copies. Net Revenue: $76,000
Herspring/Putin's Russia 3e (R&L 2006). Cloth $88, 159 copies. Paper
$34.95, 2,197 copies +114 exam copies. Net Revenue: $63,000
Media, Culture and Society in Putin's Russia - Stephen White
2008-04-09
This is an international collection of papers focused on media, culture
and society in post-communist Russia. Given the heightened interest/fear
in the Putin administration, this book should reach a broad and
interested audience. Several of the chapters are based on field research
and present solid empirical evidence to support arguments developed by
the authors. A timely set of contributions give current debates the
viability of the existence of civil society and media freedom under the
Putin presidency. The contributors deploy a wealth of primary data in
examining the kinds of issues that are central to our understanding of
the kind of system that has been established in the world's largest
country after a period of far-reaching change.
Putin's Kleptocracy - Karen Dawisha 2015-09-22
The raging question in the world today is who is the real Vladimir Putin
and what are his intentions. Karen Dawisha’s brilliant Putin’s
Kleptocracy provides an answer, describing how Putin got to power, the
cabal he brought with him, the billions they have looted, and his plan to
restore the Greater Russia. Russian scholar Dawisha describes and
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exposes the origins of Putin’s kleptocratic regime. She presents
extensive new evidence about the Putin circle’s use of public positions
for personal gain even before Putin became president in 2000. She
documents the establishment of Bank Rossiya, now sanctioned by the
US; the rise of the Ozero cooperative, founded by Putin and others who
are now subject to visa bans and asset freezes; the links between Putin,
Petromed, and “Putin’s Palace” near Sochi; and the role of security
officials from Putin’s KGB days in Leningrad and Dresden, many of whom
have maintained their contacts with Russian organized crime. Putin’s
Kleptocracy is the result of years of research into the KGB and the
various Russian crime syndicates. Dawisha’s sources include Stasi
archives; Russian insiders; investigative journalists in the US, Britain,
Germany, Finland, France, and Italy; and Western officials who served in
Moscow. Russian journalists wrote part of this story when the Russian
media was still free. “Many of them died for this story, and their work
has largely been scrubbed from the Internet, and even from Russian
libraries,” Dawisha says. “But some of that work remains.”
Youth in Putin's Russia - Elena Omelchenko 2021
This edited volume sheds light on the lives of young people in various
central and peripheral regions of Russia, including youth belonging to
different ethnic and religious groups and who have differing views on
contemporary politics. While the literature continues to grow regarding
the inclusion of youth in global contexts, the specific cultural, political,
and economic circumstances of being young in Russia make the Russian
case unique. Chapter authors focus on four key aspects that characterize
the youth experience in contemporary Russia: cultural practices and
value affiliations, citizenship and patriotism, ethnic and religious
diversity, and the labor market. This collection will appeal to readers
interested in contemporary life in Russia and looking for the latest
empirical material on youth identities and cultures, as well as those
looking to learn about the critical viewpoint of local academics regarding
the ongoing processes in contemporary Russian society. Elena
Omelchenko is Director of the Centre for Youth Studies at the National
Research University Higher School of Economics, St. Petersburg, Russia.
She has authored and co-authored seventeen monographs on
globalization of youth cultures, ethnic and religious identities of youth,
drug (ab)use cultures, the body and sexuality, xenophobia and migrant
youth. Currently, she is working on developing the concepts of solidarity
and cultural youth scene for the study of cultural practices of Russian
youth.
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